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TO THE READER. 



The tumt of SHAKSPEAni, U to tttertd 
that Iftar the Iwence I hate uttd in calling 
thit his Je»t Book, may daerve tome rtpnhen- 
Kon. Ytt any thing that tend* to the elucida- 
tion of hit page, or any book which he may be 
prentmed to hate read, hat been and it ttill 
lought with aridity: how mvcA more then 
thouid a voltane he eitei be amtidertd deter- 
vimg our attention. That Ihii little book it the 
otufrom which Benedick had accuted Beatrice 
of ttealing ail her "good wit" can, Ithink, he 
tttablithed tatitfactorUy ; but the extraordi- 
nary rarity of it, mtut aceaimt for the eireuM- 
ttance of itt having eteaped the diligence of the 
editort of our great Dr^wtic Bard. 
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viii Zt 4t ftftarr. 

/ cannot agree ttitk the opintont of Mr. 
Steevent and Mr. Reed, that Shak^ieare bif 
The Hundred Merry Tales meant either the 
Cent Nouvelles Nouvelles", or the Decameron 
of BoccvXw ; and thou who are bett acquainted 
with thete ttoopopitlar works, will be mott readjf 
to admit that thty are not tonrcetfrom whence 
the iprigktly Beatrice could have derived her 
tarcmtic piipt and lively repartees, at theif cim- 
tilt prineipaUyinamorotuttoriet,mamjf of them, 
in the latter, temnnating tragicaliy ; neither 
doet it appear that either of thoie work* existed 
tKjficieiUfy early in an Englith drtu. The 
entrie* tR the Stationen books, and the passage 
in Laneham't l^ter, most probably referred to 
these Tales and Quicke Answeres ;/or it iq>pettrt 
that their pt^mhr titles were The Hundred 
Herry Tales, and The Book of Merry IVIes. 

■ Misled bs the obtettationi ^ Mr, Stemnu aad 
Mr. Reed, the attkar <^ on nigeniau tntrlc reetnfly 
jmbUilied kat /oUm i*to am errvr; he twgt, " TV Cm! 
NamedUM leere tnautaled M9 EagNA wtdir the title li 
a HimdretA Ofiry TViIci, 1557. Hu ecrttM if imo (Mi, 
hut teas aftkiaiMe work in ilt day." 

Dnnlop'B HutDiy of Fiction. Vol. II. p. 403. 
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Sir Jekn Haringlim, in the AwMOrowf "Apo- 
logy "/or Ait Metamorphosis of Ajax, Am the 
/oUomng pasMage: " Ralph Horiey, Knight, 
the bett htmitkeeper ix DttrietMre, a gooi 
freeholder, a deputie LieutentaU. Ok Sir, j/ou 
keep kaukt and homtd^, and hunting heraai 
it may be tome mtadde feUotee will lay, yon nuut 
ttand 1^ to the chinne, for ipendingjiue hun- 
dred ponadet, to eateh karea, and Partridges, 
that migkt be taken for fine pomdet," And 
agmntt thit paitage i* the margin, he ttoft, 
" acevrding to tke tale in the hundred mer; 
tales:" the tale referred to will be found in tkis 
eoUtction, it it tke ]u. p. 57 of tkii edition. 
Other itoriti kave been laid tmder contribution 
from thit work by Sir John, a* the xlix. th^ 
xcyi. tke cxi. and otkert; betidei that, in the 
eourte of hit amtaing volume, many thingi 
evince tke intimate knowledge ke had of it. 
7ku it tuffieient to eitablith the fact that it wot 
thepreient eetlection which Shaktpeare alluded 
to under the tame title ; and however improper 
it may hate been for the eye of Beatrice, it 
will be recollected, that it it only a tuppoted 
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tmait cf Benedick'*, meant to infer tkat her 
wit teat borrowed ; Shaktpeare would of courte 
refer to a book of Jetti then tn the imdi of 
every one ; md it muit be confeued, that it was 
a more probabk Mource for Beatrice to obtaai 
her " qmpi and cnmkt," than either the Cent 
Nouvellea or the Decameron. 

That this book should have fallen into com- 
plete oblivion, and have been alnunt lott to ut, 
M not very turpriring, when we comider it* 
popular nature, and that as far as we know, 
there never was but one edition of it ; of that 
edition probably not tvo copiet are now in 
exietence. A derire on my part to poneti eo 
'curiam a MOKiiin«i( of thefestivout gayety t^ 
our ancettori, occasioned me to make a tran- 
Kript*: and at a few Jriendt were alto dedr- 

* Fram tlte copgfvrvterh/ in tke Rorhn^fjkc tnUtcfma, 
umi m that vf the »arqm* ^ Blm^fenL Thu m- 
prasUm hat btem ear^Mg ceUated teitk the crighi^ 
ahich hot bem/oUnBtd pnnctuatiiii et literatim, txctft 
I* that phuet inhere the «6(mc( qf w«rdt art marked (jr 
aitiruk*. 
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fiCs t^e BtaUer. xi 

oiu of poiaeuing eopia, I toot induced to prittt 
a very tmail imprt iri oH. The eurioiu in thae 
matters, independent of tke lancfien of Shak- 
Ipevr^t cibaion, mil find it potteue* other 
elaimi to attention. It qfforda an amntii^ 
ipecimen of the Muettled itate of onr lan- 
gnagt, particalarlif in regard to orthography, 
tn the reign of Henry the Eighth ; and another 
ilhutr^on, if another were necenary, of the 
little re»pect shewn to decency of Monnen, or 
delicacy of gpeech, in that licentum* age. R 
If tnu that neighboiiring nation* turpatoed m 
in profligacy : toe were then, attince, contented 
to imitate their foUiei; and tkia little work m 
a proof that we were alto inclined to borrow 
their wit. lAeentiana as *mu parts of it wilt' 
be found, this selection it chaste indeed, com- 
pared with the Ceat Nouveilei NonveUo, or 
even the HeptameroD of the Queen ofNavam; 
and the grouieret^ and indecency of tome 
articles excepted, is perhaps as amusing for its 
ettent as any since compiled. R appeart to 
be a trantl^ian either from the Latin or 
Fi-ench, but most probably the latter, at tome 
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xii So ^ KetOn. 

words and idiomatic phraaeM are adapted 
from fAtft language; it mty kowner Mgtt 
&ee» ukcted from woHct of the tame kind in 
variotu langut^a, Mang t^ tke taU» art 
coMMOR to wMt colkctumi »f tkefiftemth amd 
RxfcMfA eemtmet: the Facetis of Poggiiu 
have largely contributed, and tome of the 
ttoriei are to be found in those ascribed to 
Arlotto, GodcUb, Baikcchia. and other Italian 
Witt, 7%« occurremee of J^igUA names, in 
tome of the ^oriet, might have kd to the mp- 
potition that theg were original; but the tame 
stories wilt be found in earlier foragn coUee- 
tiont, where they are applied to eelebrtUed 
ehara4^eri of the time; indeed, it hat been 
a common artifice with the eompHers of Facethe 
to throw an air of verisimilitude over their 
coUeetions, by introdneing tkeir cotemperaria, 
^stinguishedfor wit, as mterloentort. 

The moral r^eetions which are made to ac- 
company many if the itoriet, if an amttring 
feature in thit collection, for their auvt.^ fre- 
quently excites a mmU where the tale itseff 
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would /ail to dif m. Tkit feature it ha* in 
eommou xiifA other produetiouM of the jhm 
elan; gad indeed it waa the practice of mauy 
■UKll4nttntioned rtligiout men to attempt the 
moraUtatum of morkt, in their natmre of fnite 
a d^erent tendency, tkue endemouring t» 
blend inttmetion with amuaenunt; hence the 
moralized Roman de la Rose, and the tarwu 
tpiritnal romancet with which the infancy of 
Eunqtean literature ahowtded ; thi* attempt 
was lometimet carried to a truly laughable 
extent, for iuMtanee, in an early Rtneh TVoni- 
laiion of the Facetiae of Poggiut, puhUihed at 
Lyon», IbbO, after relating a licentioiu and 
dirty ttory, the moralizer i» obliged at length 
to eonfet* " Eat ceste facesie il n'y a rien motal : 
c'est toute matiere salle, sinon que d'aucnna 
homines ne doi^ent pas donner k entendre 
Mioses vibJDca & leurs femmes, comme fist 
cestuy-cy des pets." 

It hag been deemed expedient to follow the 
original in every respect, and even the excep- 
tianable Horiei are rdained, tubtHtuting aite- 
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rufcf, only when the exprettiim wai mdtingijf 
grou or indecemt ; had the book beat intended 
for public cimUatioH that ttoriet wouid htne 
been omitted: btit it it pretumed tht few for 
whom it it intended will be careful that it fall 
not into improper handt, although I do not 
deem there it amch danger to be apprehended 
from theperutal, for the pattagei which eom- 
ttitute the olijectianabU parts of thi* little book, 
may be taid to carry their antidote with them : 
at who but thote deep plunged indeed into the 
bitter gulf of teHtuaHty, can delight in mere 
dirty albuiont and iHdecent exprettumi, which 
men toAen clothed m wtf < fantaUie garb, to 
the mind rightly eonttitmted, are not altO' 
gether produeUte of unmUxed pleature at any 
age. 

In the course of reading the proofs, a few 
words which were pretumed Hkefy to perplex 
the reader untkiUed in the English of our 
earlier writers have been noted, and are here 
ml^oined; it it presumed the explanations an- 
nexed are for the moit part correct, and such 
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9a ^ nesnn. xv 

« agra uiitk tht cmttest: other word* mat/ 
peritapt kave etched Me, but I btlieve tkeif teill 
generally be found of more obvious tignifiah 
tioH. TV immber of Tak» it csiii. for by a 
nudake in numiering tktm in the original, 
the Isxviii. it left out, TV volumt hat no date ; 
but wat probably executed about 1630 — 4. 
Berthelet began to print in 1529, and it it 
tuppoted left off butinett in 1541, at nuaa/ 
bookt, tubiequent to that year, are taid ta 
have been printed " in the house late Thomai 
Berthektt." Some of these are dated at late 
at 1654 ; but the present volume, in Ut arrange- 
ment and execution, beari evidence of being 
one of kit early petfon^ancet. It it a mnall 
quarto, running from a to k 4, and the Title 
and Table contitt of four leavet; thut making 
in the whole forty-four leaves. It it printed 
in a temi^gothic letter, which it common to 
most of the earlier productiont of the tame 
printer. 

fwiU tuw no longer detmn the reader from 
lit, but metri^ aiiure him th^ I 
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xvi V> t^ BoBtl. 

AoM Oidemmmd to rm^ tUf /jM/e book im 
nay ntpeet uek ai, I tnut, will wtake kim 
tteene U eompiacently n m kumhk tukttihite 
far the original, whote extreme rarity renden 
U doubtful whether he wiU ever haoe the good 
fortmu to obtain « eopg. 

THE EDITOR. 
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Adoodtby, adultery 81 ,tmM. 

Ambagious, circmnloGntoi; ... 33 17 

AsTONiED, astonished 18 8 

Batnb, Fi-. Bmn, a bath I09r«-tt- 

Chadde, Ich had, I had 100 20 

Danoerous, difficalt, sparing . . 60 13 

DuTTE, dot, do it 09 1& 

FsoTTE, fV. to mb 110 1 

Oabnison, Ft-, garrison 71 8 

GSYCE, step S3 4 

OuERTSHEDDB, Fr. guerisioit, 

healed, recovered 62 14 

HovEDDB, flocked, hovered .... 61 8 
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xviii eiOMBtT' 

P^ Urn. 

IwYSS, truly, verily 4 7 

Janwates, Genoese, from Jmau, 

Lot. vide Menagiana, T. p. 3. 61. 2 17 

Leastmge, a lye, a.fahity .... 17 18 
LiHiTOUR, a friar licensed to beg 

within a certain district 38 JQ 

LoTHLYB, loatlisome 9 23 

Lybbll, iMt. libelbu, a book ... 41 8 

ObbLS, or else 49 & 

Pertsshtns, parishioners .... 9 3 

Pese, peace . . . ... 67 13 

PoLLEB, a cheat 15 17 

VoLLTNGE, cbeajiag 16 17 

Pheaced, pressed 66 20 

Prooled, sought 24 16 

Pylles, pillaged . . . 71 11 

QCENQEBBD, fit? conjuRd ... 86 1 

RowNED, whispered 7 16. 
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ScBOWES, BCTolb, written papers . 38 14 

Selye, silly, simple 32 16 

Sbbvage, slaveiy 69 7 

Shales, shells &4 16 

Skelbs, skill, knowledge 29 1 

SoBTB, a parcel, a number 66 4 

Stbauoht, stretched 6 5 

SwEVENES, dreams 29 2 

Sylle, sell 9 11 

Stlleb, seller 16 13 

ToTETK, gazeth 16 18 

ToTTYB, dizzy 6 2 

Vayled, availed .....' fiO 20 

Wende, guessed, supposed, cod- 16 9 

jectured 16 22 

Wene, guess, suppose 4 8 

Whotbth, knoweth 82 ■». 

Wbbbbd, revenged 67 7 

Wytb, blame, fault 

Yete, eat 21 16 

b2 
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11, 



XaU8, mi quttftt 

anstoetM. tietj met?, 
and pleasant to 



p:h»Google 



p:h»Google 



Cfte Cable. 



SJF tgm tt*t tat ant «f ]L.anBait, ant (>li Hi 

ftntunt fiUlvgnEe tfm «n ttaK. i 

T <3Df ifK ttat puiclin on nafntt C^tfU&tf 



f SF tt< &ntitt aun ttat «rmic btc( t^t 3lm> 

tDift fa; bin anntd. iit' 3 

1 <Df t\t cnatt ttat Hague oat Ufut Unt ffne 

(nnBTtD pn«nitii. ilii s 

T Of tfttt t(at ^ifncB (id Ooncttn n ant fn 

ntateage. b 4 

T Sf t^e mm at tit ctnntn;, t^at cimt tt 

Sanson ta feft a cniciBte af ttasDt. Bf 4 

1 3)f t^ t^at falatacD (if Hfft t» tntitng. 

%n -•.. 5 
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^XtlfptttWMltinutltfrn. Utt S 

f Sf tint ttit ii*ei to ntlU W fmuBtU t)t 

fc^f t or UtXtt. if. s 

T Hf rtr fMgt tomm, t^ ffiiM no Enid; 
tte Uttit a 6n tMbuDe. t 7 

1 Sr brm tt«t ttMcB tit ftijt sMfte biitb t'bt 
Ingt ttont. rf , 7 

tlftr ftepfc an pnl|it|ttt. rlf » 

1 0if tU Itggnt >an«t<nt ta nr<f «tn «itlt«n 

tfte piew. jiUt, 9 

T 9>( ttt tlfttptat ttu 0«fgt mu UBft mutenf 

Ittngc in ti« &t»(. -fiiif. :io 

f Sr (|>m t^i (a^u W pn»t In l.anBan. ta. 11 
i Sf ttt mnc)tnnt t^iit laett tit bnagat tt> 

ttotnt torn »> Lmum. tui it 

i Sf tint tint issf nlln tntlialii. tbli ^^ 

T Sf tta (sine man. ^iil 14 



T £f t)t fat tnantan t)at lU inii «alhe ftBM. 

tij ;.i 

^ tiftifBWtttittitn^*ii^t*tt. n-- ..r.i 

f ffif P«piiiB»pm«tatn». wf ...1 
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4 ICr He ctm^tt lias $t lam. trii ■ 19 

t 9f it's' X-'iiM •( ftumtt IBB t(( taftixa 
vmCMM. TiiUt M 

wm MiMtt nunu Itfigc. ntlU f3 

T Cf VI«U< tit sttu ttttixuma, tit totU|t 
Etflc (una littt. n» ^. » 

^ KS t^ unrntimtt tut tttatt tOAtB. jtrai. SS 
T DF ttt ytmi|) man ttat tnvlvt ftf t (if patet 

tia«ttt iDttt a tttBfiff mtnae. nrtiti S6 

Y Slf tin tW WtiwM 16t bmtlt f (tBf. milii. IT 
f Sf t(( cnijvgt f»ngt $tiitjTi miti ttst littB 

onmt^t tU numff a mtU tt. nit » 

T OtF tfM ttit fin of a tn an tiakc a ifbftt in 

V» «(B». W*. ;.......;...... 31 

t OF tif ficitt ttat taf n in \it fmnin. n^, 3S 
t Clfte (tation af tt ain!ii»(atK» ttat tiai etnt 
N Vagpe Sbbin.. »)iif S3 

Wf tt ambaHaBut ttat inia f ent t« 4t f fioct 

Sfff. ml" S* 

\ Cbe anflMtt *f CItMmnM t* At •amftnf 

MlHU. .™ 3* 
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t 9f ttc biffc wan PiM, an tl« iMUVt. ' 

nrJi 35 

IT aif t(t mmtatit t^it ntiBe a biasn &){4 |i« 

Isnie. rw6i « 

T Oif ttt »na)it« tbac i^t bin fine •« agafnn 

t\t gcfltltnict. inbti 38 

T 2f tie (tt«iti«ii t>it %$a f tantt Me* 

oHt mgtt HOrt ic0cq>tt«. i^nUlii 40 

T Stf lim tlfeat ttatBt csnftaee tin if a Itbtll in 

lorrtjtiBt. jFiir 41 

T 9f tic itmlte af pn«ait. rL « 

T Of t|t tipIantUffl man ttit fatu t^t fcpv. 

(H 43 

T Of fbt (omtUt t\*t taut f^c (oit ta talDt ti« 
1»M(. s«i 45 

t SF tt( itcntfnH «»inmtt. Tliii 45 

T Xf 4im ((at ria;De tt btltntB )le ttffe bttttc 

ttatt otfen, ttat t'^t ati t\uu. rtiiil 47 

t Olf IbiM ttat paia )1( Dtt Uitt njniE in. 

rib 48 

T Sf ttc tooman t)at appcUa &om %fi|cc Ptilip 
tattiBKcP^lttp. Flli 50 
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ZMt, sxvii 

T 9C VM Ac liMMti tbtt Tftwgt En ttt Mtlbrt 

•f tlie tfMS Sniif*. Flki( 61 

It 9f t)t ptfutttn CnnMiiui. FlbiU 5t 

1 91 ••cntt« m W fcatafngt MfCt. fllr. 53 
t £f tV pti>fti>it t^H lite ii» picitttt Mt tiKB 

be i*n tMUu tn w«t. ( 54 

TXrtlbt fnboIS(t«lB;&,«iintnit-Iaani. li. 56 
1 DF fi;ni tiat Ifetaln ftintJcit mtn. U(. ... 57 
T Sf t;m ttit «i;B t* Uid ttat baftt; t* •pn 
tbc fitt ta tit ii;ng(. Ilii 59 

t Xf 9if «tn Oiuiftni ina Sutp;!! bifamiit. 
Iliif 59 

t S)f ijm ttu asDEtit lid li>I&) t)M !»■« 

Bnbiim, ag«tnvt tbt ftremt. lb 6i 

1 Sr li;n tilt ■! ■ rt;fm|«0t Otftmid tfm 

tiiliautui; taWi W Uttt. Ibi 6t 

T a)f lifm tttt Inolot gfite ■ flengt to tit tann' 

nn f«t "610 0;nn. I«fi 63 

T ICf t)c f««Ie tin tQtiftt iim tHU UfO, 

kitni %t Mat a Ifw. IfiUi 64 

Y Sf ttt ■(>( man ant H* tmmt t|at tjaiif bt 
W« aatt ta ttt ttbnt t« (flit. lit 67 
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T S>tHm tin Mtftt V* Uft, in trtr itftn 
tie kacit. It TO 

T Vit Mttttnat f ftUut t» I.lttJM. I^i. . . . ri 

T ^c tntmnt «f Polti* tlie if B(t af Vntt to 

tit Sttjin tmiu»ta»m». Ijtli rt 

T ICbe bjet ntitntn if l^nAiH to itast Stt- 
ttic^l CMtcerttingc bin tfct* ann;. IfitL . . . rt 
f <E^t bajnr* «f pa^illofi t(t Samajti imlitMc 

taut ta antlactuv tit kjngt. Itilii re 

f ISf (im (tat letitD tit miTc^inttg tn{ft. Ira. 73 
T Of t^t toamtn t^tt rauertt Itr ittn, nu 

fttbto Dp (n ta;It. Itbi 7A 

T Vata aietatntt titf mtnit»itt ta fitt t)c 

f[T«tt fbat it mtttt. Itbli .' „ . . . re 

T l^abe t^c aitiKUlitc tfU of I.im«Br tnif (■nan 

fiam ntpmtciiati. ItBiil 77 

T il^atae 'Dtmtntiaxtt ntftnBin ■ mi;Dt. (rit. 77 
f Xf iim t^at Bta^jcD to ^ a f tntflman. Itv. 78 
f S>t tie gnttfUman anS Ht «l;t]nS btft. 

Iwl 79 

f 3)f t^t tlao f OBEi ntdi tiat taBt ta tnalPtiC' 
itm to gttitl. ItvU 79 
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tan. 



T a>f t)c |*ti{ was tf V|«ft< ■"> %M tf»tt. 

inm «» 

Itaa, Inltli .81 

T or ttm ti» t|t alOt nrtc M! ». Ira. . . . 8t 

T Ct Itr t)|nal» tiftu Maltt iHt iDtntfniaiietf 

■kMnn. trfbi bs 

T 9f ttt tmufut tKiattatat, tiu iB«lD (nt 

c ctnttMf t rntn. Intr 85 

Y Sf t^c ■!*( nwK fbit qopigen* ttt bo; «iitt 

af ttt ipb tic Isifb ftmtt. Iht S6 
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f z>f t^ ttit Hilt out if ILnuian itn 'bio 4i< 
ftimnnt ttUHjugt an fsoct. i. 

ll 1 HEKE Iras a maooe on a tyme that rode 
V. mjrle out of London, and had his seruaunt 
folowyng after him on fote, the whiche came 
so nere, that the horse strake hjm a great 
stroke vpon the thye. The seruauote tbynk- 
ynge to be reuenged, toke and threwe a great 
Btone at the horse, and hytte bis mayster on 
the nynes of the backe, who thought it had 
heoe his horse. He within a whyle loked 
backe and chydde his aeruaunte bycause he 
came haltynge so fiure behynde: the seruaunt 
aunswered: Sir your horse hath gyuen me 
suche a stroke vpon my thygh, that I can go 
no faster. Trewely sayde his mayster, the 
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horse is a great kyckai, for lyke wj^se with bis 
hele right nowe he gaue me a great stroke 
vpon the raynea of my bacfce. 

t Df ifm tilt nm^tt m t»ivt t.ltitU9W* 
Ml- H. 
IT A FRYEBB that preached vpon a saynt Chris- 
tofers daye, greatly landjmge sajnte Christo- 
pher, sayde: what a prerogatyue hadde he 
here in erthe, in his annes to beare our 
Sauiourel ¥ras there euer any lyke hym in 
grace: A bomel;^ blount felowe heryng him 
aske twyse or thryse that qaestiMi so emestly, 
answered : yes mary, The asse that bare both 
hym and his mother. 

t <Df tm fttoclc ««B, list >ti«tt laitt i^t 
3|iBtii>t fn ti( itmtt. lit. 
IT There was one amoage the Janwayes, that 
the Frenche kyng had hyred to make warre 
agaynst the Englysshe mta, whiche bare ao 
oxe heed peynted in his shelde: the whiche 
sheLde a noble vaan of France challenged: 
and so longe they strone, that they must nedes 
fygbt for it. So at a day and place appoynted 
tbe frenche gallaunt came into the felde 
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rychely armed at ali peces. The Janway all 
voarmed came alaa iq to the felde, and said to 
the freDche man, wherfore sfaaU we this day 
fyghtl Mary sayd the freache man, I wyll 
' make good with my body, that these anoes 
were myne auncetours before thyne. what 
were your auncetours armes, quod the Jan- 
wayel Ad oxe heed, sayd the frencbe man. 
Than aayde the Janwaye, here nedeth no 
batayle: For this that I beare h a cowes 
beed. 

By thb tale ye perceyue howe nycely the 
vayne brag gynge of the trencbe man was 
deryded. 

f Xf tie nwate (Hat uf" "»' Utat Unt 

m. €. ptinans. Uil. 

IT AcEBTATNE curate preacfaynge onatyme 
to his paryssbens sayde, that our Lorde with 
fyue knies fedde. v. hundred persones. The 
clerke herynge hym %le, sayde softely in his 
care: Sir ye erae, Ihe gospell is v. thousande. 
Holde tfay peace foole said the curate, they 
wyll pcantly beleue, that they were fyue 
hundred. 
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T S>f tiK t^it ftafcuD ti» Otafftttt in 

IT Tbbbe was B man vpon a tyme, wbiche 
profered his doughter to a yonge man in 
matiage, tbe which youge maune refused her, 
sayenge, that she was lo yonge to be maryed. 
I wys, quod her foolysshe fetber sbe is more 
able than ye weoe. For she hath borne iii. 
children by our parysshe clerke. 

Lo by this tale ye se, ibat foles can nat 
telle what and whan to speake, therfore it 
were best for them to kepe aiway silence. 

' t fDf Htm c^st ttmt u Lntini ti bfc a 
€xntiSft. bi. 
fl There were certayne men vpon a tyme 
sent out of a village to London to bye a Cru- 
cifixe of wodde. The Caruer that they came 
to, seynge and berynge by theyr wordes, that 
diey were but folyssbe blount felowes, asked ' 
tfaem, whether they wolde haue the ymage a 
lyue or eltes deade. whiche question so 
abasshed tfaem, that tbey went a syde to 
deuyse whether was beste. So whan they 
had spoken priuely to gether, they came to 
the caruer agayne and said, they wold haue 
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tlie iiBBfe a lyue ; for if theyr neighbours at 
home were nat so cMtleote, they myghte 
lyghtly kylle hym. 

t tit Inm t^it falateeB W to^ft to inTfenst. bif. 
V A HAN that wepynge folowed his wyfe to 
buryenge, rebuked his lyttel soDue, that wente 
with hym, bycause he sange, sayenge, that he 
was peuysshe and madde to synge at his 
mothers buryenge, bat he shulde rather be 
sory and wepe. Tlie chylde answered; Fa- 
ther, seynge ye gyue to these prestes money 
to synge at my mothers buryenge, why be ye 
angry with me, that aske you notbynge for my 
syngynge 1 His &ther aunswered : the preestes 
ofiyce and thyne is nat all one. 

By this tale ye may perceyue that all 
tbynges beseme nat euery body, 

1 Sf t;m ttiat MU inti t^e f^t. tilli. 
f A FELOWB that was frowarde to his wyfe, 
vsed to be oute drynkynge many tymes verye 
late. So on a nygbte he taryed so longe oute, 
that his wyfe weote to bedde, and badde her 
mayde make a good ^re, and tarye vp for 
hym. About lij. of the clocke home he 
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came, and as be stode w&rmynge him by the 
fyre his hede was so tottye, that he felle in to 
the lyre. The mayde seing him foil ranne vp 
cryeoge to her maistres, and sayd: Alas my 
maisler is follen and lyeth longe straughle in 
the fyre. No force mayde said her maistres, 
let him lye and take his pleasnre in his owne 
bouse, where so euer him listeth. 



IT There was a man that had a dulle lump- 
■sshe felow to his seniaiit, wherfore he vsed 
commonly to catle him the kinge of fooles. 
The felowe at laste waxed angry in his minde 
to be alway so called and sayde to his mayster : 
I wolde that I were the kinge of foles, for 
than no man coulde compare with me in 
largenes of kingedome, and also you shulde 
be my subiect. By this, one may perceiue, 
that to moch of one thing is not good : many 
one calleth an other fole, and is more fole 
him selfe. 
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T 9f t|t ;aiiEe tMMni ttit 0«D»tD ^ p*>tlf tn 

IT Thbbb was a yoDge woman, {fae whkhe for 
her bnsbande that laje a dyenge, sorowed 
oute of all meaauK, wherfere her &ther came 
oftea to her and sayde : Daughter leaue your 
mouminge, for I haue |Mvuyded for yon a 
Bother huabande, a tarre more goodly man. 
But she did nat onely continue in her lorowe, 
but also vas greatly dbpleawd, tiiat ber 
father made any motion to ber of an other 
fausbande. Assone as she had buryed her 
hnsbande, and the sonle masse was songe, and 
that they were at dyner, betwene sobbynge 
and wepynge she rowned her father in the 
eare, and sayde: Father, where is the same 
y<mge man, that ye said shuld be min bns- 
bande 1 Lo thus may ye se, that women 
sorowe ryght longe after theyr husbondes be 
departed to God. 

T Xf (tnt tliit ittftt t\t mifD initti tit longc 

noft. ti. 

IT A BABLTN6S gentylmao, the wbiche on a 

tyme wolde haue bassed a fayre mayde, that 

had oat the leest nose, sayde : How shulde I 
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kysse you: youre nose wyll not 8u0re our 
l^pes to mete 1 Hie mayden waxinge shamtaat 
and flngiye in her mynde, for with his acoffe he 
a lyttell touched her, answered on this wyse : 
Syr if ye can not bysse my mouth for my nose, 
ye may kysse me there as I bade nere a nose. 

Yemay by this tale leme, that hit is folye 
BO to scofie, that youre selfe tberby shidde be 
laughed to scome agayne. One that is ouer 
covetous ought nat to attwite an other of pro- 
digdite. Tlion arte her brother (sayd Alc- 
meon to Adrastus) (hat slewe her hasbande. 
But he blamed nat Alcmeon for' an others 
Ante, but obiected against him his owne. 
Tliou hast with thy hande (sayd he) slayne 
thin owne mother. It is nat ynough to haue 
rebukes redie, and to speke vyle wordes 
Bgaynst other: for he that so shuld do, onght 
to be without any vyce. For of all men sayth 
Plularchus, he ought to be imiocent and haue 
the lyfe vnculpable, that wolde reprehende 
the fautes of other. The lytlelt morall bobe 
say the : 

It a a fonic H)yii^ worthye rebnkr ud bitune 
A v;ce lo reprehende tnd do the mate. 
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V lNacertayneplace,aDatyiiietheperyssfayns 
had pulled downe tbeyr iteple, and bad buylded 
Uvpneweagayne, and had put out theyr belles 
to be newe founded : and bj^cauie tbey range 
mt at the byssbops entrynge in to Ibe village, 
as they were wont and acustomed to do, be 
asked a good homely man, whether they bad 
no belles in theyr steple: he answered, no. 
Thau sayde the bysshop, ye may sylle aweye 
yonr steple. why so, and please yonr lord- 
ship sayd the mani Bycauae hit stondedi 
vacant, said the bysshopl Than sayde the 
man, we may well sylle a way an other tbinge, 
that we haue in our churche, what is that, sayd 
thebyssbop, Thatisapnipitquodbe. for this 
vii. yere therwas no sermon made Uierin. 

f £f t(c itsittt tnttBttt t» ^. «ltltan ffet 
futt. riif. 
IT A POVRE begger, that was foule, blacke, 
and lothlye to beholde, cam vpon a tyme vnto 
mayster Skelton the poete, and asked him his 
almes. To whom mayster Skelton sayde: I 
pnye the gette the awaye fro me, for thou 
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lokeste, as though thou earnest out of helle. 
The poure mas petceymag he wolde gyue 
him no thynge, fuiswerd : Far soth syr ye say 
trouth, I came oute of helle. why dyddest 
thou nat tary styl there, quod mayeter SkeltOB : 
Mary syr quod the begger, there is no roume, 
(m floche poure beggen as 1 am, ail is kepte 
for sucbe gentyl men as ye be. 

1 1Df Kc c^Uv, titi trfit MX IsB; nitnif 

tut, mi. 

V A CBKTATNE lordes chaplen .hosted on a 
tyme lyttynge at his lordes table, that be 
aayde our lady matyns euery momisge besyde 
all his other seruice and orisons. The lorde 
to proue whether his chaplen did as he sayde, 
arose yerly on a mominge, and went to his 
chaplens chamber, and called him, saying: 
wherebeyesyrwylliam: Here and please your 
lordshyp (quod he) in my bedde. why, sayd the 
lorde, I thought ye had ben vp and sayenge of 
our lady matyns. I am nowe Bayinge it, quod 
the chappleyn. what lienge in your bedde, 
quod the lorde t why syr, sayd the chapplain 
where sbulde women be serued but a bedde 1 
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T fl}f ttm ttat lout tl« pur«t in JLsnBan. m, 
IT AcEKTAYN man of the conntre, thewhiche 
for bnsines came vp to London, lost bis purse 
as he weute late in the eueoynge: And by 
cause the somme therin vna great, he sette vp 
belles in dyners places, that if any man of 
the cyte had founde the purse, and wolde 
brynge it agayne to him, he shulde haue welte 
for bb labouie, A gentyll man of the Temple 
wrote vnder one of the byh, howe the man 
shulde come to his chamber, and tolde where. 
So wlian he was come, the gentyll roan asked 
bim ^rst what was in the purse, secondli what 
countrey man he was, and thirdly what was 
his name. Syr quod he xx. uobles, was inne 
the pourse, I am balfe a walshe man : and my 
name is John vp Janken, John vp Jankyn 
(sayde the gentyll man) I am gladde I knowe thy 
name. For so looge as I lyue, thoa nor none of 
thyn name shal bane my purse to kepe. And 
nowe tare well gentyll John vp Jankyn. Thus 
he was mocked to scorne and went his way. 

Hereby ye may perceyne, that a man can 
not haue a shrewde toume, but otherwhyle a 
mocke witball. * 
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biK MS S,«t. jkf. 
1 A CEBTAYKE mxrchant betweae ware and 
London lost his bodget, and a c. li. therin, 
wherfore lie caused to proclayme in dyuera 
market townes, who so ener that foiinde the 
layde bodget, and wolde bryng it agayne, 
ahnlde haue xx. li. for his laboar. An honeste 
husbande man, that chaunsed to fynde the 
sayde bodget, brought it to the baity of ware, 
accordyoge to the crye, and required hia 
XX. li. for bis labour, as it was proclaymed. 
The couetflus marchant wban he vnderstode 
this, and that he muste nedes pay xx, li. for 
the fynd3'nge, he sayd, that there was an C. 
and %x. U. in his bodgctte, and so wfdde haue 
badde his owne money and xn, li. ouer. So 
k»age they stroue, that the matter was brought 
before mayster Vauasour the good Judge. 
whan be mderstode by the bayllye, that the 
crye was made for a bodget widi an c. li. 
therin, he demanded where bit wail here 
quod the bailly, and toke it vnto him. Is it 
iuste an c. b. sayde the Judge 1 ye trulye, 
quod the baillye. Holde sayde the Judge (ta 
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him that founde the bodget) lake thou this 
money vnto tbyne ome vie: and if thou 
hap to fyait a bodgetle with a c. and xx. li. 
tberin, brynge it to this honest marchante 
man. It is myD, I lost do more but an c. li. 
quod the, marchant. ye speke nowe to late, 
quod the judge. 

By this tale ye may Tnderstande, that they 
that go about to disceyue other, be often tymes 
disceyued them selfe. And some tyme one fall- 
ethe in the dytche, that he him selfe made. 

Y CDf f)t^ t^c !>»< ciHto cackvlBt. tbif. 
f A CBBTSTNE man, whiche vpon a tyme in 
company betwene emest and game was called 
cuckolde wente angerly home to his nyfe and 
sayde : wyfe, 1 was this day in company called 
kockolde, whether am I one or nat 1 Syr truly, 
sayde she, ye be none. By my fayth (sayde 
he) thou shall awere so vpon this h<^e, and 
helde to her a boke. She deoyed hit touge, 
but whan she sawe there was no remedy, she 
sayde : well sythe I must nedes swere, I pro- 
myse you by my faytbe, I will swere truly. 
yea do so quod he. So she toke the boke in 
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her hande and sayd : By this hokc syr y« be 
a cokolde. By the maue bore aayd he, tbou 
lyest, thou aayate it for noDe other cause but 
to anger me. 

By this tale ye may parceyue, that it is nat 
best at all tymes foi a man to beleue his wyfe, 
though she sweie vpon a boke. 

f 23f t^i hUue man. iblii. 
1[ A HAN that was rygbt iolous on bis wyfe, 
dreamed on a nyght as he laye a bed with her 
and slepte, that the dyuell aperd mto him 
and sayde : voidest thou nat be gladde, that 
I shulde put the in suretie of thy wyfel yes 
sayde be. Holde sayde the dyuell, as longe 
as thou bast this rynge vpon thy lynger, no 
man shall make the kockolde. The man was 
gladde therof, Aod whan he awaked, he founde 
his fynger in •••••"••. 

Y S>t tU ttu tDmtait Au flat batt. rir. 
V As a gteate tatte woman sate and stdde finite 
in a lente, there came a yonge man bye, and 
behelde faer frute emeatly, and specially he 
caste his eyes on her fygges, she asked him, 
as was her gyse : Syr wyll ye bane any figgest 
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they be Ayre and good. And whan she save 
he was conteat : she sayde howe manye 1 wyll 
ye haue fyue. li.T He was content. So slie 
wayed him oute fyue. li. in to his lappe : and 
whyle ihe layde a side ber balaunce, he wente 
bis waye faire and softely. whan she tonmed 
ber to haue taken mosey, and sawe her cbap- 
man go his waye, she made after a pacCf but 
bster with her voice, tban with hir fote. He 
diwemblinge the mater wente styll forth on. 
She made suche a cryenge and folkes gathered 
so feate, that be slode styll. So in the preace 
be shewed to the people all the matter, and 
said : I bought nothing of fair, but that Uiat 
she mbyd gvue me, I toke, and if she wyll I 
am contente to go be fore the Justice. 

T a>f ( jieUn t^Bt tet[;Ub ■ jpreat. ):ic. 
IT Vpon a tyme in Andwarpe a false pollynge 
felowe came vnto a certeyne preste, that 
hadde his purse hangynge at his gyrdell 
strouttinge oute Aill of money, that be a 
lyttell before had resceyned, and graitilly 
gretynge hym sayde: Qood mayster, our 
parysabe prestc bad me bye him a palle (which 
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is the vppennosle vestemeot, that a preate 
syogetb masse in) if it wolde please you to go 
with me, I were moche bonnde to you ; ibr 
our cufat and you be of one stature. The 
preste was contente, whan they came there, 
where he wolde bye it, the palle was brought 
forth, and the preste dyd it on: the poller 
Idieth and toteth theron, and preyseth it, but 
he layde a wyte, that it was to shorte before. 
Nay quod the syller, the ftute is nat in the 
vestement, bit is the strouttinge purse vnder- 
neth that beareth hit vp : Shortely to speake, 
the prest dyd of his purse, and layde hit by, 
and than the vestiment tbey be helde agayne. 
whan the poller save the preste was tonmed, 
he snatched vp the purs, and tc^e his legges 
and to go. The preste rounne after with the 
vestement on his backe : and the vestement 
maker after Uie prest. The prest bad stop 
the thefe, the siller bad stop the prest, the 
poller bade holde the mad preste, and euery 
man wende he had ben mad in dede, bicause 
be had the vestement on hb backe. And so 
whyle obe letted an other the felse poller went 
his waye. 
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t S>f panfttaii pmeictttM. tji. 
H AuLUsGeUiusrehersetfathowtheSeiutoun 
of Rome on a tymt faelde a great coiiDBule. 
Before wbich tyme the senatours cfayldrui, 
called of their garmentes Putri pretaetati, 
vsed to come in to the parlemente house with 
the^re fethers. So at this tyme a chylde 
called P^yrius, cam io with his fetber and 
herde the great comisayl the which was 
stiaytely commaunded to be kept secrete tyll 
hit was decreed, whan this chylde came 
home, his mother asked him what the couD- 
saile was. The chylde answered, hit oughte 
nat to be lolde. Now was his mother more 
deiyrous to knowe hit than she was before : 
wberfore she enquered more straitly and more 
violently e. The chylde beinge sore cod- 
strayned of his mother, shortelye deuysed a 
propre merye leasynge. It is reasoned in the 
parlemente (quod he) whether of both shulde 
be more profytable for the c<»)ion welth, a 
man to haue ii.. wiues or els a woman ii. hus- 
baodes. whan she harde him say so, her 
mynde was pacified : and forth with she wente 
and tolde hit to the other malroaes. 
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On the moiowe a great compaDy of the 
moste notable wyues of Rome came to the 
pariemente bouse weping, and humbly prayen : 
that rather mie woman shuld be maryed vnto 
ii. men than ii. wemen to one man. The Sena- 
tours entringe in to the court, what with the 
sodayu assembling of the wyues aiid of their 
reqaest, were right sore astonied, than the 
childe Papyrius stode forth, and enformed the 
senatours, how his mother w(dd haue com- 
pelled him to vtter the secrete counsayle : and 
howe be to content her mynde, feyned that 
leasynge. For which dede the Senatours right 
hyghly commended the childes fydelite and 
wytte. And forth with they made a law, that 
no child after that (saue only Papirius) shuld 
come in to the parlement house with his 
father. And for his great prudence in that 
tender age he hadde gytien to hym, to his 
great honour, this surname Pretextatut. 

Whereby ye may se, that the hygh treasure 
of man, and greattest grace, restetb in well 
ordrynge of the tonge. The moste prudent 
poete Mesiodns sayth : The tonge shutde not 
ronne at large, but be hydde as a precious 
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treasure. For of all the membres of man, 
the tonge yll ordered is the worste. The 
tonge blasphemeth God: The tonge sklauD- 
deretb thy neyghbour. The tonge breaketb 
peace, and stereth vp cmell warre, of all 
thynges to mankynde moste mischefDU, the 
tonge is a broker of bandrye: the tonge 
setteth frendes at debate: The tonge with 
flatterynge, detraction, and wanton tales en- 
fectetb pnre and clene myndes: the tonge 
without sworde or venome strangletfa thy bro- 
ther and frende: and brefely to speake, the 
toDge teacheth cursed beresyes, and of good 
Christiens maketh Anticbristes. 

t S)f tfit Canute man *i Utnr. utii- 
ITThbbe was a man of lawe, wbicbe on a 
tyme sfaulde be iudge betwene a poure man 
and a rycfae : the poure man came, and gaue 
hym a glasse of oyle (wbicbe was as mocbe as 
his power wold stretche to) and desyred, that 
he wolde b« good in bis matter ; yes quod be, 
the matter shall passe with tbe. The ricbe 
man perceyuyoge that, sente to the same iudge 
a fatte hogge, and prayed hym to be fanorable 
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on his syde. wherfore he gane iudgement 
agaynst the poure mao, whan the poure man 
sawe that he was condemned, pytously com- 
ptaynyng he sayd to the Judge : Syr I gaae 
yon a glasse of oyle, and ye promysed by 
your faith, the matt«r shulde passe with me. 
To whom the iuge sayde ; For a trouth there 
came a hogge into my hoiue, whiche fouode 
the glasse of oyle, and ouerthrewe and hrake 
it: and so through spyllynge of the oyle I 
cleane forgot the. 

Wherby ye may k, that enermore amonge 

Tfae ryche bath his wyll, the pore taketti wrongc. 



IT What tyme kynge Lowes of Fraunce, the 
si. of that name, bycanse of the trouble that 
wai in the realine, kepte hym selfe id Bur- 
goyne, be chatinced by occasion of huntingc 
to come acqueynted with one Conon a homely 
husbande man, and a plaine raeanynge felowe. 
In whiche roaner of men (he hygh prinoca 
greatly delyte them. To this mans house (he 
kynge ofte resorted from fauotynge. And with 
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great pUasuie he wolde eate radysBhes lotei 
with hym. within a wh^le after whan Lowes 
was restored home, and had the gouemaunce of 
France in his hande, this hushaade man was 
couusailed by Itis wyfe, to take a goodly sorte 
of ladysshe rotes and to go and gyue them to 
the kyng, and put him io myud of the good 
chere, that he bad made hym at bis house. 
Coaon wolde nat assent theito, what folysshe 
woman quod he, the great princes remembre 
nat suche smalle pleasures. But for all that 
she wolde not reste tyll Conoa chose out a 
great syght of the fayrest rootes, and toke bis 
ioumey towarde the courte. But as he went 
by the way, he yete vp all the radysshes sane 
one'of the greattest. 

Conon^peaked in to the courte, and stode 
where the kyuge shulde passe by : By and by 
the kynge knene bym, and called hym to 
bym. CoBon slepte to the kynge and pre- 
sented bis rot« with a gladde cbere. And the 
kynge toke it more gladly, and bad one, that 
was nerest to hym, to laye it vp amonge those 
jewels that he best loued: And than com- 
maundeJ Cootni to dyne with hym. whan 
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dyner was done he thanked ConoD : and whan 
the kyng sawe that he wolde departe home, 
he commannded to gyue hym a thousande 
crownea of golde for his radisshe rote, whan 
this was knowen in the kinges liouse, one of 
the court gaue the kyng a propre minion 
horse. Ilie kyng perceiuin^, that he dyd it, 
bicause of the liberalite shewed vnto Conan, 
with very glad chere he toke the gyft, and 
counsailed with his lordes, howe and with 
what gyft he myght recompence the boTse, 
that was so goodly and faire. This meane 
while the picke thank had a meruOilous great 
hope, and thought in his mynde thus : If he 
so wel recompensed the radysshe rote, that 
was gyuen of a msticall man: howe moche 
more largely wyl he reconkpence ^nche.an 
horse, that is gyuen of me Uiat am of the 
courte : whao eoery man bad sayde Ids mynde, 
as though the kyngfe bad counsayled aboUte a 
great weyg^ty matter, and that they hadde 
longe frdde the pycke thanke with vayne 
hope, at Inst the kyng sayd. I remembre 
nowe, what we ahal gyue hym: and so be 
called one of his lordes, and badde hym in 
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his eare, go fetche hym that that h« founde Id 
hii chambre (and told hym the place where) 
featly folded vp in sylke. Anone he came 
and brought the radysshe roote, aod euea as 
it was folded vp, the kyng with his owoe 
hande gaue it to the courtier, sayeage : we 
suppose your horse is well recompensed with 
this iewell, for it hath cost vs a tbousande 
crownes. The courtier weut his way neuer 
so glad, and whan he had vnfolded it, he 
found none other treasure, but the radysshe 
role almoste wethered. 

1 Sf as Mtn pickt tbudit, «bs t^e lame 
Ungt. ttiiil- 
f Vpon a time a seruant of the fomamed 
kinges, teynge a lonce crepe vpon the kynges 
robe, kneled downe, and put vp his hande, as 
though he wolde do somwhat, and as the 
kynge bowed hym selfe a lyttell, tlie man toke 
the lou<^e, and conneyed her away priuely. 
The kynge asked hym wtiat it was, but be was 
ashamed to shew. SomoGhetbekynginstanted 
hym that at laste he confessed hit was a louce. 
Oh quod the kynge, it is good lucke. For 
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this declared! me to be a man : for tirat kynde 

of vermyne priDclpally gieueth nunkynde: 

specially in youth. And so the kynge conv- 

manded to gyne him fyfty crownes for his 

labour. 

Nat longe after an other, seynge that the 
kynge gaue so good a rewarde for' so smalle a 
pleasure, came and kneled downe, and put vp 
his bande, and made as though he toke and 
cooueyed some what priuelye awaye. And 
whan the kynge constrayned him to tell what 
hit was, with moche dissemblyng sbamfastnes 
he sayde, bit was a flee. The kynge perceyu- 
inge his dissimulation, sayd to him, what 
woldest thou make me a dogge 1 and so for his 
fifty crownes, that he prooled for, the kinge 
commaunded to gyue him liftye strypes. 

Wherby ye maye note, that there is great 
difference betwene one that doth a thynge of 
good will and mynde, and bym that doth a 
thynge by crafte and dissymulation. whiche 
thioge this noble and moste prudeut prince 
well vnderstode. And one ought to be well 
ware bowe he hath to do with highe princes 
and their busynes. And if Ecclesiast forbid. 
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that one shall mynde none ;ll to a tcynge, 
howe shulde any dare speake ylll 

t a)f (Tftaltfl tXt ttftitnomci tin fill fn i 
gittt. rttt. 
IT Laertius wrytetb, that Thales Milesius 
wente oute of hia house vpon a time to bebolde 
the starres for a certain cause : and so longe 
he went backeward, tliat he fell plumpe in to 
a ditche ouer the eares. wfaerfore an olde 
woman, that he kepte in his bouse langhed 
and sayde to bim in derision : O Thales, how 
sbuldest thou baue knowlege in heuenly 
thinges aboue, and knowest nat what is here 
benethe Tnder thy feet ? 

T fl}f t^t MttinamR tlitt titata niiat. ml. 
IT Aa an astronomer that satte vpon a tyme in 
the market place of a certayne towne, and 
tokc vpon bim to dyuine and to shewe what 
theyr fortunes and cbaunses shuld b«f that 
came to bim-. there came a felow and tolde 
bim (as it was in dede) that theues had broken 
in to his house, and bad borne away all that 
he hadde. These tidinges greued him so 
■ore, that all heuy and sorowetiillye be roie vp 
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and wente his waye : wban the felowe Bawe htm 
do 80, he sayde : O thou foliub and madde 
man, goest tliou aboute to dyuine other mennei 
matters, and arte ignorant in thine owne 1 

This tale (besyde the blyode errour of 
suche foles) toucheth them, that handell theyr 
owne matters lewdly, and wyll entermedle m 
other mens. And Cicero saythe : That wyse 
man, that can nat profytte him selfe, hath but 
lytell wyadome. 

^ fllf t%t pltusl matt ttitt ftiDc 1)lt 9Utt 
vatta. nbfi. 

T A BUDE vplandissbe plough man, whiche 
on a tyme reprouynge a good holy father rayd, 
that he coude saye all hU prayers with a hole 
myade and stedfaste iateation, without think- 
yng on any other thynge. To whome tbe 
good holy man sayde : Oo to, saye one Pater 
netter to the ende, and thynke oa none other 
thinge, and I wyl) gyne the myn horse. That 
shall I do, quod the plough man, and so began 
to saye, Paler noHtr ^' a im edit, ^11 he 
came to Sanctifieetttr nomen ham, and than 
his thought iDoned him to aske this question; 
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yea but shal I iuue the tadil and bridel withal 1 
And BO be lost his bargain. 

t fl)f ttm t^it DKRintS b( fimot sslot. r^lU., 
V Tbebe was a man, that saydc in company 
vpon a tyme, howe he dreamed on a nygbte, 
that the deuyll ledde him in to a felde to 
dygge for golde: whan be bad founde the 
golde, the deuyll layde : Thou canste not 
carye hit a waye nowe, but marke the place, 
that tbou mayste fetche hit an other tyme. 
what marke shall I make, quod the maul 
S**" ouer hit, quod the deuyl, for that shall 
cause enery man to shonne the place, and for 
the hit shall be a speciall kuowlege. The man 
was Gontente and dyd so. So whan he awaked 
oute of his sl^ie, he parceyned, that he had 
foule defyled his bedde. Thus betwene atynke 
and dyrte vp he rose, and made him redy to 
go forth : and laste of all he put on his bcmette, 
wherin also the same nighte the catte hadde 
s***. For great stinke wherof he threwe away 
. his couer knaue, and was Ittyne to wasshe his 
buSshe. Thus his golden dreame toumedde 
all to dyrte. 
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'nbullns sayth : Dreames io the nyght be- 
gylea: and cause fearefuU mytides to drede 
thjmges that neuer sbalbe. But yet Clandian 
sayeth: Dreamea in sondrye wyse fygured 
gyuelh warnynge of inlockye Ibynges. And 
Valerius Maximua wryteth, that as Hamylcar 
beaiged the cytc of Syracuse, be dreamed, 
that he harde a voyce saye, that he the nexte 
daye shulde suppe with in the cyte. wberfbre 
he was ioyfull, as thoughe the victorye from 
heuen liad ben to him promised. And so 
apparayled hit hooste to assaute the lowne: 
in whiche assaute he chaunced to be taken in 
hia lodgynge by them of the cyte, and so 
boundeu lyke a prysoner, they ledde hym in 
to tbeyr cite. 'Hius he more disceyued by 
fa<^)e, than by his dreme, snpped that nyghte 
within the citie as a prisoner, and nat as a 
conqueronr, as he presumed in bis mynde. 
Alcibiades also hadde a certayne vision in the 
nygbte of his miserable ende. 

This tale sheweth that dreames sometyme 
come to passe by one meane or other. And he 
that desyreth to koowe more of dreames wry tten 
in our englysshe tonge, let hym rede the tale of 
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the nooiines preste, that G. Chauser wrote : and 
for the skeles howe dreames and sweuetu are 
caused, the begyimyiige of the boke of Fame, 
the whiche the sayde Chauser compiled 'with 
many aa other matter AiU of wysedomc. 

t SJf tit ctalfnEc met %attfii m*n, tftit tonla 
•nmliiMit %lf tnmttt t nrjb af. Ttijr. 

VA YONGE gentyl man in a cite that nas 
beseged, rebuked the other and called them 
cowherdee, bycause they w<dde nat issue out 
and fi^t with their enmyea. So he armed at 
all peces lepte oa faorsebaeke, and galopte out 
at the gates, whan he thus crakyoge hadde 
prycked on aboute a myle, he encountred with 
manye, that retnurned home from the skyr- 
mysshe sore wounded, wberfore he beganne 
to ryde a softer pace. But whan he harde 
the hydous noyse, and sawe a myle frome 
hym howe fyeralye they of the citie and theyr 
enmyes assayled eche other, he stode euen 
stylte.' Than one that harde his crakynge 
before asked hym, why he rode no uere to 
lygfate with their enmyes. He answered and 
sayde ; Trewly I fynde nat my selfc so able 
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imd stroi^ in armes, that ■nj' harte wyl Mnie 
me to ryde any nere to them. 

Wberby may be noted, that nat onely the 
force of the mynde, but also of the body 
shulde be wel consydred. Nor one shulde 
oat bra^e and boat to do more than he maye 
well atcbeue. There be many, whiche with 
tiieir wordea fiee tfaeyr enmyes a ^at waye 
of, biit whan they se theyr enmye, they put on 
a sure breste plate and a gorget of a myle of 
lengthe. Plutarcbe wrytetb, that wfaaD Mem- 
non made warre for Dariiu agaynste Alexan- 
der: he harde one of his souldyoure crake 
and speake many yll wordei agaynst Aleian^ 
dert wherfore he rapte hym on the pate with 
a iauelynge, sayenge: I hyred the to fyght 
agaynste Alexandre, and not to crake and 
prate. 

Otherwbyle sayth Quintus Curtiua the coue- 
tonsnes of glory, and insaciable desire of 
fame, causetb, that «e thyoke nothing ouer 
mocfae or oner hard. But Salust saith : Before 
a man enterprise any feate, he ought fyrst to 
counsayle: and after to go in bande there 
with nat heedlynge nor slowly. 
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1 S>t tsm t)n ftn of ■ Rc an title W 
tjHe. ij;);. 
IT There was a husbande man, whiche on a 
tyme as he clymbed a tree to gctte dowse the 
fhite, felle and brake a r^bbe la his ayde. 
To coraforte h}iii there came a ver^ merye 
man, whiche as they talked to getber sayde, 
he wolde teacfae fayra sucbe a rule, that if he 
wold fblowe it, he shnld ueuer talle from tree 
more. Marye, sayde the burte man, I wolde 
ye hadde taught me that rule Hefbre I felle : 
ueuer the lesse bycause it may bappe to pro- 
fyte me in tyme to come, lette me here what 
it is. Than the other sayd : Take hede, that 
thou go neuer downe faster, than thou wentest 
vp, but disceade as softly as thou clymmest 
vp, and so tbou shalt neuer foil. 

By this tale ye may note, that abidyng and 
slowoesse otbernhile are good and commend- 
able, specially in those tbynges, wberin spede 
and baBtines, cause great hurte and damage. 
Seneca saythe, A sodayne thynge is nought. 
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f Of t(( friti rtu ttaiDr in ttt invitn. mi. 
V A FBYER that preached to the people on a 
tyoie, Holde otherwhyle crie out a loude (as 
the maner of some fooles is) whicbe brayenge 
Ayd so moue a woman that stode berynge his 
senncHie, that she wepte. He parceyuyog 
that, thought in his mynde her conscience 
being prycked with his wordes, bad caused 
her to w«pe. wherfore nbao bis sermon was 
done, he called the noman to hym, and asked 
what was the cause of her viepyoge, and 
whether his wordes moued her to wepe or nat. 
Forsoth mayster (sayde she) I am a poure 
wydowe: and whan myne husbande dyed, he 
telle me but one asse, whicbe gotte parte of 
my lyuynge, the whicbe «sae the wolues haiK 
slayae: aod nowe whan I hard your hyghe 
voyce, I remepibred ray selye asse, for so he 
was wonte to braye bothe oyghte and daye. 
And this good mayster caused me to wepe. 
Thus the lewde brayer, rather than preacher, 
confuted with his fblyssfaenes, wente his way : 
which thinkynge for his brayeoge lyke an 
asse to be reputed for the beste preacher. 
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deserned well to here byta selfe to be com- 
pared to an asM. 

For tmely one to lappose hym selfe w;k 
Is vDto foIj«shcnei tbe very fynte grjee. 

f Vftt •!>t<*n of tit nRtias^naat ttnt ta ptft 

IF Out of the towne of Panisjn were kdIc 
vpon a tyme thre amtrassadours vato our holye 
fiither Pope Urban, whom they founde sycke 
in his bed. Before whoK holynes one of the 
sayde anlMssadotirs bad a looge and a tedious 
oration, that he had deoysed by the way : the 
whicbe er it was ended, ryght sore anoyed the 
popes holyaesse. whan he hadde all sayde, 
the pope asked; Is there anye thyuge elles? 
An other of the thre, perceyuynge howe 
gieately the ambagious tale grened the popes, 
holynes to here it out, sayde, Moost holy 
&ther this it all the effecte, and if your holynes 
spede Ts nat forthewith, my felowe shall telle 
bis tale agayne. At whicbe sayenge the pope 
kiughed, and caused the ambassadours to be 
spedde incontinent. 
By this tale one maye lenie, that super- 
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fluoMS wordes ought dilygently to b« ano^ded, 
■pecially where a matter is treated before an 
bygh pruice. 

' % S}f t)t MniMMKfDt tftnt t« tTit ytitut 
agK. i«Hi. 
IT Nat moch vnlike the forsa^d tale PIntarche 
leciteth: that whaa the ambauadour of the 
Abderitees had at laste coded a looge tale to 
the prynce Agii, he asked what anawere he 
shulde make to them that sent him1 Say VDto 
them (quod the prince) whan thou comett 
home, that all the lougc tyme that thou didest 
dispeade in tellynge thy taleloate styll and 
harde the paciently. 

T Cb« ■Mbwte of tf (emtfaf* I* tic •nilcnii 
■mbiSMBent. mlill. 
f Pldtabchb rebersethe also, Oiat what 
tyme an ambauadour, that was sente trome 
the .Samiens, had jnade a longe oration vnto 
Cleomenis, to perswade him to make warre to 
Polycratet, be answered the ambassadour on 
this maner of wyse: I rementbre nat, what 
tfaou.iayddeat in- the b^yimyng of tfay tale. 
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and therfore I vnderstand nat the myddis, and 
thy coDcluaion please th me nat. 

Wherby we may perceyue, that the noble 
wyse men loue fewe wordes. And as the 
Rhetoriciens say: Amonge the vices of an 
oratoure, there b none more hurleflill dian 
the superfluous heape of wordes. 

T Sf tbc ti^r ann l^iic, twn Hi stnwat. irti. 
IT A CEBTATN wise man called Pise, to auoyde 
greuoui ian^ynge, commaonded, that his Ba:- 
aauates shulde saye nothinge, but answere to 
that that thei were demaunded, and no more. 
Vpon a daye the sayde Piso made a d]mer, 
and sente a semaunt to desire Clodius the 
Conanll to come and dyne with him. Abonte 
the houre of diner al the guestes came saue 
Clodius, for whom they taryed, tyll hit was 
almoste uyght, and euer sente to loke if he 
came. At laste Piso sayde to his seruaunt: 
Diddest thou byd the Consoll come to dyoer? 
yes tniely sayde he. why cometh he uat 
than, quod Pisol Mary, quod the seruaunt, 
he sayde he wolde nat. wherfore toldeat me 
D2 
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nat so incontinent, qnod Piutl Bycuue, quod 
the aeniaunt, ye dyd nat aake me. 

By this tale Bernaunles ma; lerae to kepe 
theyr maiaters bidding : hut yet I aduiae 
mayslers therby to take bede, howe they make 
an iniunction. 

5 S>f tit matc'bavt that mat ■ Magn kit^ )f« 

IT A CEKTAYKE marcbauDt before bis lorde, 
that he was subtecte vnto, amonge other 
thynges praysed fab wyfe. and sayde, that he 
nener barde ber letle a *•*••. wherat the 
loide mernailed, and sayd it was impossible : 
and so layde and ventred a souper with the 
inarchant, that before thre roonethes were 
ended, he shulde here her lette a •••'* or 
twayae. On the morowe the lorde came to 
tiie marchaunt and borowed fyfty crownes: 
the wbiche' he pKHuysed trewely to repay 
agayne within viy. dayes after. The mar- 
chaunt ryght sore agaynst his wyllelmt it: 
and thoughtfully abode tyll the d^ye of pay- 
ment was come : and than be wente to his 
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iorde uhI required his moneye. Tbe torde, 
makjrnge as though he had hadde more Dede 
Ihau before : desyred the mHTchaant to lende 
hjm other fyftye crowBca: and promysed, to 
pay« all witbio a monethe. And all though 
the good man denyed hit longe, yet for feare 
lest he ihulde lose the first somme, with 
moche grvtchynge he tente hyin the other 
fyfty crownes. And so wente home to bU 
hoatc rygbte beaye . and sorowAill in fau 
myode. Thus tbynkynge and dredynge diuen 
thynges, be passed many nyghtes awaye with- 
out slepe. And as he laye wakyag, he hsrde 
his wyfe nowe and than lappe out •••••. At 
tbe monetbes ende the Iorde sente for the 
marchant, and asked btm, if be neuer sythe 
harde bb wyfe let a &rte. Tbe marchaut 
aknoweleginge bis folye, ausweied thus : For- 
totfae syr if I sbulde for enery ■***• paye a 
souper, all my goodes and landea wolde nat 
suffice therto. After whiche answere the Iorde 
payde the marchant his money, and the mar- 
<duuit payde the souper. 

Here by ye maye se, that many tbinges passe 
by them that stepe, and it is an olde sayenge : 
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He that ilepeth, byt«th no body. By this tale 
ye may note al»o, that tbey, the whiche for- 
tune swetelye enbnceth, take theyr reste and 
■lepe sonndely : And contmrye nyse, they that 
ene oppressed with aduersite, watche sorowe- 
fiillye, whan they shnlde slepe. TUi man, 
which for a very foliuhe thing preysed his 
wyfe, afterwarde whan a lyttel care beganne 
to crepe aboute his atomacke, he perceiued 
that faute in hei ryght great. The morall 
boke, called Cato, connsayleth ts to watche 
for the more parte: For mocbe slomber and 
slepe is the norushtnge of vice. 

T iTf 0)1 Aiitn t^at einc tatiatt tsspitt t)e 
igtMltna. i:rtl»li> 
IT Amongb the limitonrs in the cyte of Tibur- 
line, was a certayne friere, which vsed to 
preache about in tlie villages to men of the 
conntrey : and for as moch as they greately 
suspecte that a plague of pestilence shulde 
come amonge them, he pronysed eche of them 
a lytell scrowe : which he sayde was of snche 
a vertue, that who so euer bare hit hangynge 
aboute hu necke sv. dayes, shulde nat dye of 
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tile pestilence. The folisshe people tiustjage 
here vpon, euerye ooe after his power gaue 
him money for a scrowe :' and With a threde 
of a maydens spyiming«, they hanged hit 
aboute their neckee. But he charged them, 
that they shuld nat open it, tyll the xv. dayes 
ende : for if they did; he sayde, hit bad no 
vertae. So whan tbtf frire' hadde gathered 
moche moneye, be wente bis waye. Soone 
after (as the desyre of fblkep is to knove 
neves) the sayd icrowes were redde : in which 
was writen in ItaUan speche : Donna ri fili, 
et eadeti lofuto, fuando U piegki, tietti lo chIo 
ekhuo. which istosayeinenglysshe: woman 
if thou apynne, and thy spyndell falle awaye, 
whan thou stoupest to reache for him, holde 
thyne **** close. He sayde that this passed 
all the preceptes and medicines of the pbi- 
sitians. 

By whiche tale one maye lerne, that all is 
nat gospell, that suche wanderers about saye, 
nor eoerye worde to be beleued : For often 
tymes Gtlidtujaeet anguit in kerba. 
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rot. miUL 
IT A CERTAYNE phisitian of Italy vsed ouer 
night to write for sotidry diseasis diuers billes, 
called rescettE, and to put them ia a bag al to 
gether: Id the morning whan tbe vrins (ai the 
cnatorae is) were brought to him, and he 
desired to shewe some retnedy: he wolde put 
hit liande in to the bag, and at al auentures 
take oute a bille -. And in takinge oute the faille 
he wolde say to him that came to seke remedye 
in their language : Prega dio tt la mandi bona. 
That is to say : Praye God to sende the a 
good one. 

By this Ule ye may se, that miserable is 
their state whiche fortune moste helpe and 
nat reason. Snche a phisitian on a tyme sayde 
toPausanias: Thouaylestnothinge. Nosayde 
he, I faaue nat had to do with thy phiaicke. 
And an other tyme a frende of his aayde: 
Syr ye ought not to blame that phisitian: for 
his phisicke dyd you neuer hnrte. Hiou say- 
est trouthe, quod he: for if I hadde proved 
his phisicke, I shulde nat nowe hane ben alyue. 
And ageyne to an other that sayde : Syr ye be 
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ao olde man, he answered : yen thou were nat 
my phisitian. Suche maner checkes are to 
Ijttell fof the leude foles, that wyll pnctise 
phisicke, before they knowe what longeth to 
theyr name. 

1 9f 'i'pti t^ft kitlic stuftUt )in it 

to;ittnst. »i:f):> 
f Theb wbs a yonge man on a tyme, which 
wrote a longe lybell of his synnes, whether he 
dyd hit for hypocruy, folysshenesse, or obly- 
uion I can not say : and whan he shnlde con- 
fegse him, he gaae hit to the confessour to 
rede: whiche confeisor beinge well leraed 
and experte in that bosynes, parceyued hit 
wolde reqiiyre a Imge tyme to rede ouer: 
wherfore after a fewe wordes he sayde: I 
asMiyle the frome all the synnes conteyned in 
this lyhell ; yea but what shall my penaunce 
be, quod the yonge man : Notbinge els sayde 
the confessour, but that thon shalte the space 
of a moneth rede this lybell ouer euery daye 
vii. tymei. And all thoughe he sayde it was 
impossyble for him to do, yet the confessour 
wolde oat chaunge his sentence. By which 
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mery subtyle answere he confuled the breble 

bnible of the folyssbe felowe. 

By tilts tal« ye may perceyue, tbat he that 
occupyetb this office, that is to saye, a confes- 
■OUT ought to be discrete, prudent, and well 
lernedde. llib confesioiir knewe well the 
ordiaaunce of holye churche: whicbe nyllelh 
confeasion to be made with the mouthe, and 
nat by wrytyn|;e. 

t 9>f tit \mtvtt tt poSatgt. tl- 
IT An hennite of Padow, that was nputed for 
an holy man, vnder the semblannce of confes- 
sion, entyced many of the notablest wyues of 
(be towne vn to folye and lewednes. So at 
last, wban bis offence was dyuulgate and 
knowen (for hypocrisy can nat longe be bid) 
be was taken by tbe prouoit, and brought 
before tbe prince of Fadowe, duke Fnmcts 
the vii. of that name, whiche for bis diqxtrte 
sent for his secretarye, to wiyte tbe womens 
names, tbat tbe bermite had layen by. wban 
Ibe bermyte had rebersed manye of tbe dukes 
semaantes wyues, and tbe secretarye merly 
tangfaenge had writen them : be semed as be 
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bad al said. Be there any mo sayde the doket 
No foraothe said the faennite. Tel vs troutb 
quod the secretarie, who be mo, or eh thoa- 
■halte be sharply piuiisshed. Than the her- 
myte sigfaiog^e said : Go to write in thin owne 
wife amonge the nomber of the other, which 
saienge so sore greued the secretarye, (hat 
the penne felle out of his hande and the duke 
laughed ryght hartily: and sayde it was well 
done: that he that with so great pleasure 
harde the &utes of other mennes wyues, 
shnlde come in the same nombre. 

By Ibis ieste we may lerne, that one ought 
nat to reioyce at an others grefe or hurte : For 
lytell wotetb a man what hangelh ouer his 
owne heed. 

t Sf t^c tOpiaatitlit mm, Hn etut ttr 

V An vplandysshe man nosrysshed in the 
woddes, came on a tyme to the citie, whanne 
all the stretes were full of people, and the 
common voyce amonge them was : The kynge 
Cometh. This rurall manne moued with no- 
ueltie of that vojce, had great desyre to se, 
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vhat that multitude houed to bebolde. So- 
dayoly the kynge, with many nobuls and states 
before hym, came rydynfe royally. Than the 
people all aboute stedfastly bebelde tbe kynge 
and cryed aloude : Ood saue the kynge : God 
■ane the kynge. Hib villayne herynge them 
crye so, sayde, O where H the kynge, where is 
the kyn^l Than one shewynge hym the 
kynge sayde : yonder is he, that rydeth vpoa 
tiie goodly whyte horse. Is that the kyng, 
quod the villayne I what thou mockest roe 
quod be, me thinke that b a man in a peynted 
garment. 

By this tale ye maye perceyue (as Lycnrgns 
proued by experience) that nourysshynge, 
good bryngynge vp, and exercyse ben more 
apte to leade foike to bumanite, and the 
doynge of honest thynges than Nature ber 
selfe. They for the mooste part are noble, 
free, and Tertuoua, whiche in their youthe 
bene well nouryssbed vp, and vertuoualy en- 
doctryned. 
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Tiaitt. flu. 
IT A CODBTIEH on a. tyme that alighted of 
his hone at ui lode gate sayde to a boye Uiat 
■tode tberby: Ho syr boye, holde my borie. 
Th« boye as he had ben a£erde answered : O 
maister this a fierce horse, is one able to holde 
hyml yes quod (he courtier one may holde 
hym well inough : well quod the boye, if one 
be able inough, than I pray you holde hym 
your owne selfc, 

T S)f t^t 9(cq|[fiai ictlatna. illii. 
IT A CEBTATNS sciiuencr, whiche hadde but 
a bare lyuyoge by his crafte, imagyned, howe 
he myght gette money : So he came to a yonge 
man, and asked hym if he were payde z< li< 
wbiohe a certayne man, that was deade, bo- 
rowed and oughte to paye his &ther in tyme 
paste. The yonge manne sayde there was no 
suche duetye owynge in his fathers name, that 
he knewe of. It is of trouthe, quod the 
scriuener: for here is the oblygacyon therof, 
whiche 1 made my selfe. He prouoked the 
yonge manne so moche, that he gaue hym 
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money for the oUygation, and before the 
mayre he required the duetie. HU Muine that 
wss named to be dettour, layde playnely, that 
his father neuer borowed mmey: for if he 
bad, itiTolde appeie by hii bokes, af^r the 
marchaotes maner. And forth with he went 
to the tcriuener and sayde to hym, that he 
was a false -man to write a thing that neuer 
was done. Sonne sayde the scriuener, thon 
wotteite nat what was done tliat tyme: whan 
thy &ther borowed that somme of money thoa 
were nat home: but he payde it agayne 
within thre monthes after, I made the quit- 
tance therof my selfe: wherby thy father is 
discharged. So the yonge man was faine to 
gyue bim money for the quittaunce. And 
whao he had shewed the quittaunce, he was 
discharged of that grenance. Thus by his 
&>re fraude he scraped money from tfaem 
bothe. 

By this tale ye may se, that the children in 
this our tyme be very prudent to get money. 
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f a>f tin t^t 0tiBe It Mnn Ht br& iettn 
t1|«t et^tt, t^ac tit 1»M c^tttt. tllilf. 
IT A CEBTAYNB man, whose wyfe (aa the 
voyce wcDte) was nat very chaste of her 
bodye: was warned of his freodes to loke 
better to the matter. The nun wente home 
and shaipely rebuked his wyfe : and tolde her 
betwene them bothe, what bis frendes had 
sayde. She knowynge that periurye was no 
greatter offence than aduoutry, with wepjnige 
and swerynge defended her houestie: and 
bare her.hnsbande on huide, that they feyned 
those tales for enuye that they liadde to se 
them lyue so quietly, with those wordes her 
husbaude was content and pleased. So yet 
an other tyme agayne, bis fiendes warned hym 
of his wyfe, and badde hym rebuke and cfaas- 
tice her. To whome be sayd : I pray you 
trouble me no more with suche wordes. Telle 
me^ whether knaweth better my wiues lautes, 
you or ihel They sayde: She. And she 
(quod he) whom I beleue better than yon all, 
sayth pkiyaly, that ye lye. This was well and 
wysely done : For one ought nat to gyue light 
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credence to tbose thingea, wherin resteth per- 
petuall grete of mynde. 

f S)t Ittv tW p>|oe \l» Dent bitt erince 
It: lib. 

IT TuEKE was a man on a tymt, which toke 
as moche ware of a marchaant, as drewe to 
f^flie. li. and riottously playde and spente the 
same awaye within shorte space. So whanne 
the day of pay«nente came, he badde nother 
moneye nor ware to paye: wherfore He was 
arrested, and muste come before the Justyce. 
whan he sawe there was none other remedye, 
but that he shulde be constrayned eyther to 
pay the dette, or eb to go to prison : wherfore 
he went to a subtyle man of lawe, and shewed 
to hym his matter, and desyred hym of his 
counsayle and helpe. what wylt thou gyue 
me (quod the man of lawe) if I rydde the of 
this dettel By my faythe aayde the dettour v. 
marke : and lo here it is redy, as sone as I am 
quitte, ye shall haue hit. Good inough quod 
the man of lawe, but thou muste be ruled by 
my counsaiie, and thus do. whan thou comeat 
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before die Jiutice, wfamt soin ener be styd 
Tnto tfae, l«ke that thou answere to nothing, 
but cry hea ityl : and lette me alone with the 
reate. Content quod be. 

So whan the; were com before the Jiutice, 
he said to the dettoiir: doste thou oire thia 
nmTch&nt this somme of money or no? Bea 
quod he. what beste (quod the Justice) 
anawere to thy. plaint, oreU tbou wilte b« 
condemoed. Bea, qaod he agayne. Than his 
man of hiwe stode forth, and layd. Sir this 
man is but an ideot, who wolde beleue that 
this marchaunt, whiche is both wyse aod snb- 
tyle, wolde tniste this ideot, that, can speke 
neuer a redy worde of xl* peny worth of ware : 
and so with suche reasons be penwaded tfae 
Jus^ce to caste the marchaunt in his owne 
action. So whan the sentence waa gyuen, tfae 
man of lawe drewe the dettour asyde and 
said : Lo, bowe sayst thou nowel Haue not I 
done wdl for thel Thou arte clere qnitte of 
tfae dett<! that was demandedof the, wfaeifoK 
giue me my money, and God be with the. 
Bea, quod he, what quod the laweet, thon 
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nedest not to crie bea do loDger, thy matter is 
dispatched, all is at a poynt, there r»leth 
noth^nge, but to gyue me my wages, that thou 
promysyddeit. Bea quod be agayae, I saye 
quod the man of lawe, crie bea no longer 
nowe, but gyue me my money. Bea quod he. 
llius the man of lawe neytber for byre nor 
fonle coulde gette any other tiitnge of his 
client but Bea. wheifore all angerly he de- 
parted and went his waye. 

By this tale ye may perceyue, that ttiej 
whiche be (he inuenlen and diuisers 6f frande 
and disceit, ben often tymes therby deceyued 
them selfe. And he that hath hyd a snare to 
attrap an other with, hath hym seUe ben 
taken tfaerin. 

f 1^1 ttt iDoimn tilt appfteB fts kpif Pti(fp to 

V A WOMAN whiche gyttlesse on a tyme was 
condempned by kynge Philippe of Hacedone, 
whan he was not sobre. wherfore she aayde 
I appele. whether qiiod the kynge : To kyo^ 
Philippe quod she; but that b whan he ia 
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more aobre uid better adnysed. wlucbe say- 
enge caused the kynge to loke better on the 
matter, and to do ber ryght. 

This wrytetb Val. Maximus, But Plutarcbe 
saytb: It was a man, and kyoge Philip was 
halfe a slqw, whan be gaue sentence. 

T 9)f tlft •Die tooiran, t(at ;i!afiie Ut fit bclfiit 
•f tie tfitivt 'Dttiitt. tibll. 

K What tyme Denyse the tymnne raygned, 
for his cruelte and intoUerable dealynge he 
was hated of all che cite of Syracuse, and 
euery body wysshed his dethe, saue one olde 
woman, the whiche eueiy morning praid God 
to lase him in good life and heltb. whan he 
vnderatode that that she so dyd, be meruuled 
greatly at her vndesereed beniuolence. wher- 
fore he sentc for her, and asked, why and 
bowe he bad deserued, that she prayde for 
byml She answered and sayd: I do it nat 
with out a cause. For whan I was a mayde, 
we had a tyran raignynge oner vs: whose 
death I greatly desyred, whan he was slayne, 
there auccided an other yet more cruell than 
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he : Oot of whose foueniaiice to be also dett- 
ueted I thought it a hjigh beoifyte. The 
thyrde is thy selfe; that liaste begon to raygne 
ouer Ts more importuaately than either of the 
other two. Thus fearynge leest nhan thou 
arte gonp, a worse shald succede and retgne 
ouer vs, I praye God dayly to preserue the in 
helthe. 

f IDf tit gp^ltitian Comdiiif. iltiiii. 
V A PHI81TIAN called Eummiui told a sicke 
man, that laye in grfcat payiie, that he coulde 
oat iciq>e, but be muste nedes dye of that 
disese. This sicke man within a whyle after, 
nat by the pbisitians helpe, but by the wiUe of 
God, gueryuhed and was holle of his disease :- 
bowe be hit he was verye lowe and bare 
broughte. And as he walked forth on a daye 
he mette the same phisytian : wbiche doubt- 
ynge whether hit were the same sycke man or 
nat, sayd: Arte nat thou Oaiusl yes truelye 
quod he. Arte thou alyue or deed sayde tbe- 
phisitianl I am deed quod he. what doste 
thou here than, said the phisitiant Bycause 
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quod be, that I faaue esperieoce of many 
thiages, God faath commanded me that I 
Bhulde come and take vp all tlie pfauitiana 
that I can get to him. whiche sayenge made 
Eumonus as pale as asshes for fere. Iliaa 
Gaiua sayd to him : Drede thou nat Eumonas, 
thoiighe I sayd aU phbitians: For there Ts 
no man that hath wytle, that nylle take the 
for one. ' 

V Sf %KEatt« mD 4J0 gtotolttjtt t»tft. tlit. 
IT Laebtiub wryteth, that th« wyse man 
Socnitea had a coursed scoldinge nyfe, called 
Xantippe, the whicbe on a day after die 
hadde all to chydde him powred a pysse potte 
on his heed. He takynge all paciently sayde: 
Dyd sat I tell you, that whan I berde Xan- 
tippe thonder so fast, diat it wold layne 
anone after. 

Wherby ye maye se, Ibat tbe wyser a man 
is, the more pacience he taketh. The wyse 
poet Virgil sayth: All fortune by sufirance 
must be ouercome. 



p:h»Google 



T Df tit pWif tf itt t)it Int ifd pitintte mt Unnt, 

)()■<) Htm in ■«». (. 
IT A FHisiTiAN, nhicli had but smalle lern- 
ing, vsed whan he came to viset his pacientea 
to tonche the pulce, and if any appayred, he 
wolde lay the blame od the pauente and beare 
him oii hande, that he did eate fygges. apples, 
or some other Ihinge that be forbade: and 
' bicause the pacientes other whyle confessed 
the same : they thought he had ben a very 
connynge man. His Hruaate badde great 
maniayle, Imwe he parceyued that: and de- 
syred big mayster to telle bym, whether be 
knene hit by touching of the pulce, oreli by 
some other faygher knowlege. Than sayde 
bis inayBter, for the good seruice that thou 
haste doue me, I wyll open to the this secrete 
point, whan 1 come in to the pacientes cham- 
ber, I loke al a bout: and if I spye in the 
flore shales, parynge of diese, of aples, or of 
peares, or any other scrappes : anone I coa- 
iecte, that the paciente both eaten therof. 
And so to thende I wold be blameles, I lay 
the fiinte on tfieyr mysdiettynge. 
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N&t longe after the same seniaunte toke 
«n hym to practise f^ysike : whiche in lyke 
nuuier blamed his patdeatei : and layde, that 
they kepte nat the diete, that he gaue them : 
and he bare them on hande that they yete 
■mne what, wherof he sawe tbe scrappes in 
the flore. On a tyme he cam to a poure man 
of the Gountre. and promysed to make him 
hole, if he wolde be gouenied after him : and 
BO gaue him to drinke I wote nat what, and 
went his waye tyll an the morowe. whan be 
came agayne, he founde the man sicker than 
euer he was. The rude fole, nat knowinge 
tbe cause, bbhelde here an there aboute: 
and whan he coude se no skrappes, nor par- 
ynges, be was sore troubled in his mynde. So 
at tbe last he espied a saddel voder the bed. 
Than said he all a loude, that he hadde at 
length paTC«yued, bowe tiie sicke man en- 
payred ; He hath so excessiuely passed diete 
(^uod be) that I wonder he is nat deed. How 
Id quod they} Marye quod he, ye faane made 
him to eate an hoUe asse: Lo, where tbe 
saddell lyethe yet vnder tbe bedde. For be 
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tlioughte the snddell faad be lefte of the asse, 
as bones are of flesfae. For which folyuhnei 
he was well laughed to skome and moched, - 

Thus as B good faythfiiU phiaitiaa is worthy. 
of greate honour : for tniely of hym depend- 
ethe Ihe ^eattest parte of mans belthe : so 
lyke wyse a folyssbe and an vnlemed, that 
thynkethe to cure with wordes, that be ought 
to do with berbes, is nat onely worthy to be 
deryded and mocked, but also punysshed:. 
(ot notbinge is more perillous. 

% Of tit (ntaUnf toffe san (tt fi. Xtatxt. If. 
f Nebb vnto Florence dwelled an inbolder; 
whos wyfe was nat very dangerous of her 
tayle. Vpon a nyghte as she was a bed with, 
one of her louers, there came a nother to hiue 
lyen with her. whan sbe herde him come vp 
the ladder, she met him, and bade hym go 
thence, for she hadde no tyme than to fiilfylle 
his pleasure. But for all her wordes he wolde 
nat go a waye, bnt stylle preaced to onne in. 
So longe they slode cbydinge, that the good 
man came vpon then, and asked them why 
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they brauled bo. The woman aat nnprouyded 
of a diicejtelu)) aniwere sayde: Syr this man 
wolde come in per force, to slee or myichiefe 
an other, that is fled in to onr bou»e for anc- 
enure : and hitherto I haue kepte him backe. 
whan he, that viat within, berde her saye to, 
be beganne to plucke Tp bis harte and aay, be 
wold be a wreked on him witboute. And he 
that was witboute made a face, as be wolde 
kylle faim that was within. Hie fblyssbe man 
her buBbande, enquered the cause of theyr 
debate, and toke vpon faim to sette them at 
one. And so the good sely man spake and 
made the pese Ixtwene them both, yea and 
&rtlier be gaue them a gallon of wyne: 
addjTDge to bis wiues aduoutry the losse of 
his wine. 

T Sif tin t)>t littia fiintfclt nun. Hi. 
IT.Thbbb dwelled a man in Italy, whiche 
vsed tn beale men, that were franticke, on this 
maner. He had wittun bis house a gufter, or 
a ditche full of water: wherin be wold put 
them, some to the middell leggCj some to the 
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knee, and some dyppei, as they were m&dde. 
So one that was well amended, and wente, 
aboute the house to do one thinge and other 
for his meale, as he stode on a tyme at the 
gate, lokinge in to the strete, he sawe a gentyll 
man lyde by with a great sorte of haukes and 
faoundes: the which he called to hun and. said: 
you gentyll man whither go ye 1 On himtynge, 
quod the gentyll taian. wliat do you with all 
those kytes and dogges, quod he} They be 
bankes and faoundes, quod the gentyll tnas- 
Wberfore kepe you them, quod the otheil For 
my pleasure, qnod the gentyl man. what 
costeth it you a yere to kepe them, qnod the 
other I %l. dnckettes, quod the gentyll man. 
And what do they profytte you, quod hel 
Foure duckettes quod the gentyll man. Oette 
the lyghtlye hense, quod the madde man : for 
if my mayster come and fyude the here: be 
wyll put the in to the gutter vp to the Ibrote. 
- Hiis tale toucheth suche yonge gentyll 
menne, tiiat dispende ouer moche good on 
haukes, honndes, and other tritils. 
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tte KMt t» ttr kr>St- Uil. 
If As a kyage of Englande bunted on a tyme 
in the conntie of Kent, be hapte to ccuie 
ij^dynge to a great gate : vberby stode a hos- 
bande man of tbe conntrey, to whom the 
kjnge sayd: Good felowe patte open the 
' gate. The man perceyuynge It was the kynge, 
ayde: No and please yonr grace, 1 am nat 
worthy: but I wyll go fetche mayster Couper, 
that dwelleth nat past y. myles hease, and he 
shal open to yon the gate. 

T £f tit;«tn (QtDifrat inn lEntfin iit 
OMV. Ulii. 
V Hatstbr Vauasonr sometyme a iudge of 
Englande hadde a seniaunt with hym called 
Tnrpia ; whicfae had done hym eeniyce many 
yeres, wherfbre be came vnto his diaysler on a 
tyme, and sayde to hym <hi this wyse : Syr I 
haue done yon aeniice looge, wherfore I pray 
you gyue me somtriiat to helpe me in myn old 
age. Turpin, quod he, tbon sayst trouth^ 
and hereon I haue thonght many a tyme: I 
wyll tell the. what thou shalt do. Nowe 



p:hy Google 



60 SalM mti 

Bhortly ] must ride vp to London, and if thou 
wilt beare tny costis thetber: I wyll surely 
gyue the sucfae a thing, that ^all be vortb to 
tile an hundred pounde. I am contente, quod 
Turpin. So all the waye as he rode Turpin 
payd his costis, tjQ they came to theyr last 
lodginge: and there after sotiper he cam to 
hia mayster and sayde : Sir I haue bom your 
costeB hitherto, as ye badde me ; nowe I pray 
you let me se, what tbynge hit ii, that shulde 
be worthe an hundred pounde to me. Dyd I 
promise the suche a tbinge, quod bis maisterl 
ye forsoth, quod Turpin. Shewe me thy wryt- 
inge, quod maister Vauaaour. I haue none, 
sayde Turpin, Than thou arte lyke to haue 
nothinge sayde bis maister, Aud leme this 
at me: whan so euer thou makest a hargayne 
with a man, lohe that thou take sure wiytynge, 
and be well* ware bowe U>oa makest a wryt- 
ynge to any man. "niis poynte badi vayled 
me an hnndred pounde in my dayes : and so 
hit may the. whan Turpin sawe there was 
none other remedy, he helde him selfe con- 
tente. On the morowe Turpin taryed a lytelle 
b^ynde bis mayster to reken with the bostes. 
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wbere Ibey laye : and of faer be borowed so 
Uocb« money on bis maysters skulet cloke, 
as drewe to all the costes that tbey spente by 
tbe waye. Mayster Vauasour bad nat ryden 
past ii, myle but that it began to rayne ; ' wber- 
fore be calledde for his cloke : his other ser- 
uaiuit«s saide, TuriHti was behinde and had hit 
with him. So they houedde vnder a tre tylle 
TarpiD oner toke them, whan he was come 
mayster Vauasour all angerly sayde: lliou 
knaue, why comest thou nat aweye with my 
cloke. Syr and please you, quod Tuipin, I 
haue layde hit to gage for your costes al the 
waye. why knaue, quod his mayster, diddiste 
thou nat promyse to beare my charges to 
Ix>ndon. Dyd I quod Turpinl ye, quod his 
mayster that thou diddest. Let se, shew me 
your wryduge therof quod Turpio. wherti) 
his mayster 1 thinke answered hut lytell, 

1 fl>f lips ttM tmsit W UfU agarnit fit 

atinnt.. lb. 

T A HAN the whose wyfe, as she came ouer a 

bridg fell in to the ryuer and was drowned : 

wh«rfbre he wente and sought for her vpward 
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tmn I ihaJk mmt fynde ker tfait wkjk: For 



tkp^e, while iIm IfHtdile. tkit I kwnn vcty 
wcO avwc Ae b deed, ibe wyll go a guyMte 

T Oif Ite 4u at ■ Affaf«V Hftno V" trti) 

f A LC8TTB joage genbrll naa of Fnncc 
^t on a tjme was at a akynoysdie, asd 
defended him telfe valjantly with his feet; 
came in to the courte, in to a cfaambie amonge 
ladies, with a goodly ringe vpon his fynger: 
to whom a %re lady sajde : Syr, why weate 
ye that rynge vpon your tyngerl whei-fi»« 
aske you madame, quod be f Bycause (sayde 
■be) your feet dyd you better seruioe tfaas 
your bande* at the 4ait skynnysshe that ye 
were at. 

By IhU tale yonge men may leme to beare 
tbtm well and valyantly for drede of reproche. 
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Better it ia with worshyp to dye than with 
ahame to lyne: alb« hit that Demosthenes 
sayde: He that fleetbe cometh agayne to 
batayle. 

f S)t 4<Bi ttM iMftr Stat > tnet tat )(< 
kpnet. Itiit. 
V TuBKB came a felowe on a tyme in to a 
tauerne, and called for meate. So whan be 
had well dyued : the tauerner came to reken 
and to haue his money : to whom the felowe 
sayde, he had no money, but I wyll, quod he, 
Gontente you with longes. Naye quod the 
tauenier, I nede no songea, I must haue money, 
whye, quod the fetowe, if 1 synge a songe to 
youi pleasure, will ye nat than he conlenteT 
yes quod the tauemei. So he began and 
Mqge tbre or fonre balades, and asked if he 
were pleased 1 No sayde the tauerner. Than 
he opened bis pourse, and begaune to synge 
thus: 

Wban you haae dyued make no delaye 
Bnt psye your oite, and go your waye. 

Dothe this aouge please you, quod he t. yea 
marye sayd the tauerner this pleaseth me well. 
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Thim, as couenaitt waa (quod the felowe) ye 
be paide for your vitaile. And go he departed 
and wente his waye. 

This tale sheweth, tiiat a man may be to 
hastye in makynge of a bargayne and coue- 
nantynge: and therfbre a man ought to take 
good hede, wbat he sayth : for one worde may 
bynde a man to great inconuenience, if the 
matter be weighty. 

1 Sif ttie U»U t^at tliMigtt iim ftlft Vta. IMlf. 
f TiiERS was a felowe dwellynge at Florence, 
called Nigniaca, whiche was nat verye wyse, 
nor all a foole, but merye and iocunde. A 
BOrte of yonge men for to laaghe and pastyme, 
appoynted to getber, to make bym beleue that 
be was sycke. So whan they were agreed, 
bowe they wolde do, one of them mefte hym 
in the Dioniyuge, as he came out of hb house, 
and bad him good morowe, and than asked 
him if he were r^t yl at ease t No quod the 
fbole, I ayle nothynge I tfaanke God. By my 
&ith ye haue a sickely pale colour, quod the 
other, and wente his waye. 

Aoone after an other of them mette hym. 
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and asked hym if he bad nat an ague, for youc 
fece and colour (qood he) shewelh that ye be 
very aycke. Ulan the foole beganne a lyttel 
to doubt, whether be were sycke or do, for 
he halfe beloied, that they sayd trouth, whan 
he had gone a lytel laither, the tbyrde man 
mette faym, aod sayde: Jesn manne, what do 
you out of your bed? ye loke as ye.wolde nat 
lyue an honre to an ende. Nowe he doubted 
greatly, and thought verily in his mynde, that 
he had hadde some sharpe ague : wberfore he 
stode styll'tuid wolde go no further. And as 
he Mode the fourth man came, and .sayde: 
Jesu aijui, what dost thou here, and arte so 
syckel Gelte the home to thy bedde: for I 
parceyoe thou canste nat lyue an honre to. an 
ende. Than the fbles harte beganne to feynte, 
and prayde this laste man that came to hym, 
to helpe hym home: yes quod he, I wyll do as 
mocfae for the, as for myn owne brother. So 
home he brought hym, and layde hym in his 
bed : and than he fared with hym selfe, as 
thoughe he wolde gyue vp the gooste. Forth 
with came the other felowes, and saide he 
hadde well done to lay hym in his bedde. 
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Anone after came <m», whicbe toke od hym to 
be a pbisitiai] : whiche touchynge the puUe, 
sttyde the malady was so vehement, that he 
coulde DBt lyue am houre. So they staodynge 
aboute the bedde, sayde one to an other: 
Nowe he gothe his waye: for his speche and 
sygfat fayle him : by and by he wyll yelde rp 
the goate. Therfbre lette tb close his eyes, 
and laye his bandes a crosse, and cary hym 
forth to be buryed. And than they sayde 
lamentynge one to an other : O what a losse 
haue we of this good felowe our frendel 

The foole laye stylle, as one were deade: 
yea and thought in his mynde, that, be was 
deade in dede. So they layde hym va a here, 
and caryed hym through the cite. And whan 
any body asked them what they caryed, they 
sayd the corps of Nigniaca to bis ^ue. And 
euer as they went pe<^le drew about tbem. 
Among the prece ther was a taueniera boy, 
the whiche whan he herde that it was the cors 
of Nigniaca, he said to them : O what a Tile 
bestly knaue, and what a stronge thefe is deed, 
by the masse be was well worthy to haue ben 
hanged longe ago, whan the fole barde those 
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wordes, he put out hb heed and sayd : I ttys 
lioresoD, if I were alyu« nowe, aa I am deed, I 
wolde proue tfae a falae Iyer to thy face. ■ Tfaey 
that caryed kym began to Isugh so hartilye, 
that they Ktte downe the here, and wente 
theyr waye. 

By this t^e ye maye se, what the perswasioo 
of many dotb. Certaynly he is very wyse, 
that is nat incUned to fbly, if he be stered 
therevDto by a multitude, yet sapience is 
founde in fewe pereones : and they be tygfatly 
olde tobre men. 

f Sf tit afat nun >mi iit etmit tf)U itniW iit 
sttt tt ttt tsUnc M ttUt. Uf. 

IT An olde man on a'tyme«, aad a lyttell boye 
his BODDe droue a litel asse before them, 
whiche he purposed to sylle at tbe markette 
towiK, that they went to. And bicause he so 
dyd, tbe folkes that wrought by the way syde, 
blamed hym. wherfore he set vp his sonne, 
aud went hym selfe on fote. Other that sawe 
that, called hym fbole, by cause he lette the 
yonge boje ryde, and he beyuge so aged to 
goo a foote. Than he toke downe the boye, 
f2 
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and lepte vp tuid rode hym selfe. whantie be 
hadde rydden a lyttell waye, he harde other 
that blamed faym, bycanse be made the lyttell 
yonge boye ronne after as a aeniaunte, and he 
his Atber to ryde. Than be sette vppe.the 
boye foehynde hym, and so rode fortbe. 

Ano&e he mette with other, that asked faym 
if the asse were bis owne: By whicbe wordea 
he coniected, (hat he did nat wel so to ouer- 
charge the lyttell sely asse, that vnethe was 
able to beare one. Thus he troubled with 
their dyuers and manyfolde opinions:' whiche 
neither with his asse vacant, nor he alone, nor 
his Sonne alone, nor bothe to gether rydyng at 
ones on the asse, coulde passe forth with out 
detraction and blame: wherfore at last, he 
bounde the asse leet to gether, and put through 
a staSe, and so he and his sonne began to beare 
the asse betwene tbem on their shnlders to the 
towne. The nouelte of whiche s^ht caused 
euery body to laogbe and blame the folysshe- 
nes of them both . . The sely olde man was so 
sore agieued, that as he sat and rested hym 
on a ryners syde, he threwe his asse in to the 
water. And so whan he had drowned his asse. 



p:hy Google 



SnOtkt 3mliotmf, tSQ 

he toiimed home agayne. Thus the good man 
desyryage to please euerye bodye, contentynge 
Booe at all, loate his asse. 

By diis tale appereth playa«lye, that they 
whiche commyt them selfe to the opinion of 
the connion people, beu oppressed with great 
myserye and seruage : For how is it possible 
to please all, whan euerye man hath a dyuers 
opinion, and dyuerslye iudgetfaT And that was 
well knowen to the poet, whan he sayde, 

ScindUvr, ineerlWK ttudia in emtraria mdgia. 

And as Cicero, Persius, aad Flaccus say: 
As many men so many myndes: as many 
heedes so many wyttes. That, that pleasetb 
one, displeased) an other; Fewe alowe that 
that they loue nat: and that that a man alow- 
e(h, he thynketh good. Therfbre the heste is, 
that euery man lyue well, as a good Christen 
man sbulde, and care uat for the vayne wordes, 
and iaDglyoge of the people. For babtynge 
(as PIntarchus sayth) is a greuous disease, and 
barde to be remedied. For that that shnlde 
heale it (which is wordes of wbdome) curetb 
them that barkiteth there vnto: but pratlers 
wille here none but them selfe. 
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IT Thbrb was in the countrey of Florence an 
husbande man, that vsed to carye come to the 
narket Tpon many lytell bbms. On a time as 
he came home warde, bycause he was some* 
what werye, to eau him selfe, he rode on (Hie 
the strongest of them. And as he rode dryu- 
ioge bis asses before him, he counted theiR, 
and forgot the asse that be rode on : wbetfore 
he thought still that he lacked one. Thus 
sore troubled in his mjnde, he bad bis wyfe 
set vp bis asses, and hastily rode agayoe bai^e 
to the towne vii, myles of, to seke the asse, 
that he rode on. He asked of enery body 
that be met, if they sawe an asse straye alone, 
whan he berde euery bodye saye they sawe 
none suche, makynge great sorowe he re^ 
toumed home agayne. At laste whan he was 
alygfated bis wyfe parceyned and shewedde 
hym playnlye, that the asse, that be rode on, 
was the same that be soughte and made siicbe 
sorowe fore. 

Thb teste may be well a|^lied vnto sncbe 
as note the defautes, that they lygbtly spy in 
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odier, aod take none hede, nor can nat se 
what iU they hane or bene spotted with them 
seUe. 

% Stt tntUta at ftliat ts Huiat. Iil. 
f Whan Anniball the capitayne of Cartage 
had conquered Tarent (a towne perteinyng to 
the Roinayns) all uue the caitell, and had 
lefte a garaisop to kepe it, whan the worthy 
Romayne Fabitii had knowelege tberof, he 
piyuely conducted an armye thether, and got 
die towne agayDe, and pylled it. Than M. 
Liuiiu diat kepte the castetl with a gamiwD, 
■ayde bostynge him selfe, that F^hub bad 
gotte the towne through him and hU helpe. 
you saye trouth, quod Fabiua, for if yon had 
nat loste the towne, I shoUe neuer haue 
gotte hit. 

I in* ■natant af T^aXtit, fit IfnEt *f Sb;ict, ta 

fit Sufav nn&>00iBa(0. ftii. 

II Plvtabche lyke wyse reheneth, that du- 
rynge the waire of Troy, the giekea and tdso 
the troians lente ambassadours to a kynge 
of Thrace calledde Poltis, whiche kynge 
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answered Ih ambassadoura and bade, that 
Alexandre shulde delyuer agayne Helayne 
(for she was (he cause of the warre) and he 
wolde gyuc him ii. fayre wyues for her. 

Y QTb* bf<c MMtttn aE ^cnllw! t» kfnsc Atittt> 
ttiufi c*nittnin{;c 'iit tjctit *tmfc. (lili. 

H Whan kynge Antiochns had prepared to 
make warre to the Romayns, he caused his 
armye to mustre before Anniball. So they 
shewed and mustred both borse men and fote 
men : of whose ryche and sumptuous armour- 
and apparaile, al the felde glistred and shone. 
How saye you quod the kynge to Hanibal, is 
nat this armye sufficient ynongh for the 
Romaynsl yes quod Haniball, and thou^ 
they were the moste couetous of all tlie worlde. 
The king mente one thing, and he answerd an 

T Vbt itmvtt of pt^ilmt Oit Sami;n embMf Msiu 

ta 3ntiact>na t^t kjnst. Iliril. 

If One C. Popilius was sente vpn a tyme by 
the Senatours of Rome, with letters to Antio* 
cbus the kynge of Syrye, wherin the kyng was 
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commaunded to calle his armye backe agayne 
oute of Aeppte : and that he shulde suffer the 
chyldren of Ptolome and tbeyr realine in 
peace. As theinbassadonrcaine by tbekinges 
tentes and pauylyons, Antiochus a good waye 
of saluted him, but be did nat salute the kynge 
agayne, but delyuered to him his letters, 
whan the kynge hadde redde the letters, he 
sayde, that he musle take counsayle, before 
ht made bim an answere. Fopilins with a rod 
that he had in his hande made a compace 
aboute the kiage, and sayde : Euen here stand- 
inge take counsayle, and make me an answere. 
Enery man hadde memayle at the granite, and 
stout stomacke of the man. And whan Antyo- 
chns was contente to do as the Romayns wotde 
bane hym; Than Popilius both saluted and 
embraced him. 

f Sf (im tfw Uatn tie matctiints tepft. Ifft. 
IT Thkh was a yonge lusty gentyll man vpon 
a tyme that was ryght amorous, and loued a 
certayoe marchauntes wyfe oute of all mea- 
sure : im so mocb that he folowed her to the 
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cburche and other places, but he durste neuer 
speakc. At the laste he with two or tbre of 
fail felowes folowed hei to a fryen : where he 
IiBdde t^me and place coDucDiente to ipeake 
thre or four wordes to her, that he hefore 
had deuysed. So one of his felawes sayde, 
go nowe speake to her. But he stode atyll all 
astonied. Tbey egged and prouofced him so 
moche, that at last he wente vnto her, and 
dene forgettynge those wordes, that be had 
Ihoughte to baue spoken he said to her on this 
wise : Maistres I am your owne lytel seruante. 
wberat she smyled and sayd: Syr I nede nat 
your seruyce: for I baue seruanles inow at 
home, (hat can brussbe, sponge, waishe, and 
do ail my other hu^ines. The whiche aoswere, 
and folysshe basshemente of the gentyl man, 
caused his felowes to laugh hartelye. This 
maner of folye was well knowen to tfae poet, 
whan he sayde : 

Tncipit affari, mediaqut in eoee reiulU. 
Polysslte lone maketh folkea utonied 
And eke to rane nithoat TemembraDce 
Whan tfaey ihslde speake, tbey bene abMdted 
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And of thejrwordfa can make imm vtteniice 
Nor be M hardye them lelfe to aiunce 
WlMt tjme tliey »e of her the awele fiM 
Of wbom tbe loae theyr barUi dotb cabrace 



f As ft woman that for a certayne impedi- 
Mente had ahaned lier he«d sat in ber bouse 
bare heed, one of her neighbours called her 
forth hastely into the strete, and for haste she 
forgotte to putte on her kerchefie. when her 
B«i^bour aawe her so she blamed her for 
cominge abrade bare heed: wherfore she 
wbypte Tp faer clothes ouer her heed, and so 
to couer her bed she shewed her •••. Tliey 
that stode by, beganne to laugh at her M- 
yssbeaes, whiche to hyde a lylell faute shewed 
a greatter. 

Iliis tale touchetbe them, that wolde couer 
a smalle c^eoce with a greatter wyckednesse, 
and as the pronerbe saythe: Stomble at ft 
Atrawe, and lespe ouer a blocke. 
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fftttt ti*t It mttu. iFkit. 
f Whan great Alexander wolde enlre in to 
Perse lande with his annye, he coimsayled 
with Apollo of hia good spede: and by lotte 
he was warned, that he ahalde commaunde to 
slee the fyrat that he mette, whan he iieued 
out at a gate. Perchannce the fyrste that be 
mette, was a man dryuynge an asse before 
hym. Incontinent the kyng commausded to 
take and put hym to dethe. whan the poore 
man sawe that they wold e slee him, he said: 
what bane I done : Shall I that am an innocent 
be putte to deathe 1 Alexander to excuse his 
dede, sayde : He was warned by diaine moni- 
tion to commaunde to slee the fyrste, that he 
mette comyiige out at that gate. If it be so 
myghty kyng (quod the man) than the lotte 
dyuine hath ordeyned an other to suffre this 
deth and not me : For the lytel asse, that I 
droue before me, mette you iyrste. 

Whiche subtyle sayenge greatly pleased 
Alexander: for elles he had done amysse: 
and BO he caused the heaste to be slayne. 
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By this tale one may note, that it is better 
sometyme to be laste than fyrste. 

T Ipittt tittttt nf ILMI10H tMt eituD turn 
ntunuttuti. mm. 

IT As great Alexander on a tyme was fiilly 
purposed to faaue vtterly distroyed a great 
cite, called Lamsac, he sane his mayster 
Anaxiinenes come to^arde him withont the 
walles: and bicause the kynge perceyued 
manifestlye, that be came to entreate hym for 
the cite, he sware a great othe, that he wolde 
natdo, that that he came to desyre hym fore. 
Than Anaximenes aayde: Sir I desyre your 
grace, that this same cite Lampsac may be 
vtterly distroyed. Through which sage and 
subtile sayeng the noble auncient citie was 
saned from ruyne and destruction. 

f 1)mt T)m»mtntf otftmrt * mtftt. Wt. 
f Tu KBB were two men on a time, the whiche 
lefte a great somme of money in kepyng with 
a maiden, on this condition, that she sbulde 
nat delyuer bit agayne, excepte they came 
bothe to gelher for hit. Nat long, after one 
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of them cam to hir moniyiigly anjrde, and 
sayde that hit felowe was deed, and W 
required the mcHiey, and the delyuered it to 
hyin. Shortly after came the tother man, 
and required to haue the moneye that waa 
lefle with her in kepyng. The maiden mm 
than so BOrowAiIl, both for lacke of the money, 
and for one to defende her caiue, that she 
thought-to hange her sqlfe. But Demoathene* 
that excellent oratonr spake for her and layd : 
. Sir this mayden is redy to quite her fidelite, 
and to deliuer agayne the money, that was 
lefte with her in kepynge, so that thon wylt 
brynge tiiy felowe with the to resceyue it. 
But that he coude nat do. 

T Of iitn t4«t wtitit t$ it msst ■ gnitil- 

min. In;. 
V Thebe was a rude clubbysshe felowe, that 
longe had serued the duke of Orliance, wher- 
fore he cam on a tyme to the duke, and desired 
to be made a gentyll man. To whom the duke 
answered: In good feyth I may well make 
the ryche, but as for gen^l man I can neuet 
make the. 
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By which wordes appereth that goodes and 
ricbes do not make a gentyl man, but noble 
and vettuous conditiona do. 

T a>f (it Btmf^ man tun lit titt^nt tngGc. Itrl- 
HTheke was a certayne gentyll man, that 
had a cursed chydynge wyffe, that wente enery 
day, and complayped on bym to a religious 
man, the whiche religious man toke vpon hym 
by weye of confession to reconcile and accorde 
them to gether: and the gentyll man was very 
well contente, that he so shulde do, and came 
to him therfore. whan the gentyll man was 
come, the religious man badde hym sbewe his 
o&ences and trespaces. No, quod the gentyll 
man that nedeth uat: For I knowe verye well 
my wyfe faaUi shewed vnto you all the offences 
that ener I dyd, and mocfae more. 

% Xf t^t ttBO i»vgt mtn t^u me to iB>l0;iti;' 
itm. I):|:<i. 
V One John Roynotdes rode oute of London 
vpon a tyme towarde walsyngham, in company 
of a yonge man of the same cite, that badde 
nat moehe. ben accustomed (o ryde. So they 



p:i>»Google 



80 2MtM ana 

came to an Inne, where as great companye was 
lodged. And in tbe mornynge whan euery 
■nan made hym redy to ryde, and some were 
on horsebacke Ktting forwaide, John Roy- 
Doldes founde his companion, syttynge in a 
browne study at the Inne gate : to whom he 
sayd : For shame man how syttest thou, why 
doste thon nat make the redy to horsebacke, 
that we inygbt sette forwarde with companye : 
I taiy (quod he) for a good cause. For what 
cause, quod Roynoldes 1 Marye (quod be) here 
be so many horses, that 1 can nat telle wbiche 
is myne owne amonge the other. And I knowe 
well, whan euery man is riden and gone, the 
horse that reoiaineth behynde must nedes be 
myn. 

T a>f tit ;inst mm sf TBfogtt, inv \it 

IT A YONGB man of Bruges, that was be- 
trouthed to a &yre mayden, came on a tyme, 
whan her mother was out of the way, and had 
to do with her. ' whan her mother was. come 
in, anone she perceyued by her doughters 
cfaere, what she had done, wherfow she was 
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■o sore disirfesed, that she sefrcd a diaone; - 
and wolde in do wyse suffre that tbe youge 
man sbulde marye ber daughter. 

Nat longe aiter the sune yonge man was 
maryed to an other, mayden of the same 
parysshe. And as he and bis nyfe satte talk> 
yoge on a tyme of tbe fonayde daromnsell, to 
whome he was betronthed, he fell in a nyce 
laughyng. wherat laugh ye ijuod his wyfel 
It.chflunced on a tyme (quod be) that she and 

I dydde sucbe a thyng to gether, and she tolde 
hit to her mother. Therin (quod his wyfe) 
she {dayde tbe fbole: A seruante of my 
ivthers playde that game with me an faundred 
tymes, and yet I neuer tolde my mother, 
whan he herde her saye so, he lefte his nycc 
laughynge. 

t fDt ^m t^it vmt te it iftiBtr itn t Hunt 
t;MT. Irriiii. 

II A FELoWE that toke vpon him, as be had 
ben tbe moste chaste and beste disposed man 
lyuinge, was by one of bis felowes on a tyme 
taken in aduoutiy : and sbarpely rebuked for 
it, bycause be pnt^ so moche of chastite. 
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and yet was ttken in the same &ute. To 
whom be ansirenle againe : O fool doste tbou 
Ihinke that I did hit for bodely pleaiurel No 
po: I djd it but onely to subdue my flesshe, 
and to purge my reynes. 

Wherby ye may perceyue, that of ail olhef 
diuembiyBge hipociytcB are the wonte. 

1 9)f (;«t tiu t^t olbt uMt Ctll (It. Ifrt' 
f ^5 a mao kueled vpon a tyme pnyenge 
before an olde Tttde^ the tode felle downe on 
him and bnk bis hede: wherfore be wolde 
cpme no more in the churcbe haUe a yere 
after- At lengthe by the prouocatiofi of hti 
nigbbours, be cam to the churche agayne. 
And bycause he Bawe his nighbours knele be- 
fore the same rode, he knelcd downe lyke 
wyse and sayde thus: well I may cappe and 
knele to the, hut thou shalte (leuer hope myn 
harte agayne as long as 1 lyne. 

By whiche t^ appereth, that by gentyU 
and courtey^e entreatinge mens myndes ben 
opteyned.. For though the people cappe and 
knele to one in bighe autborite, yet lyttell 
wholetfa liCt what they thynke. 



p:h»Google 



Cliilfit JbuMtcs. 83 

f Sf t\t fnflain t)<t Maht nit Utnc for tiMIf 

f There wu a ryc^e wydowe, wlucfe de- 
syredde h goisyp of hen, that ibe wold get 
her an hutmnd : sal for the nyce playe quod 
abe, but to theateote he say kepe my goodes 
to gether, whiche is bd barde thi^^e for me to 
do, beynge alone wobvbb. Her goasyp whiche 
vndeiftode her conceyte, promysed her so to 
do. Aboute iii. or iiii. dayes after she came 
to bar agayne, and wydc: Gowyp, I faaue 
founds an busbaade for you, that is a pru- 
deste, a ware, and a wordlye wyse man, but 
be lacketfa hii priuey members: wherof ye 
force nat. Go to the dyuell with that bus- 
bande (quod Ike wydowe) for though that I 
desyre nat the syce playc: yet I wylle Uiat 
myne hu^baode shall bane that, where with 
w« may be reconciled, if we &lle at variance. 

T 9C t^t Moetanii untsfMUvai, t1)M tnolBc tnt 
n« niMft'v IjtitBil. 
f Whak a conetous man on a time was come 
vnto.a certain cite, whither he was tent as am- 
bauadour for his contrey, anon the mynstrels 
G 2 
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of the cite came to him to fit hia earea widi 
swete din, to thint«nte be shuht fy\ their punes 
with money. But be perceyuynge that, bad 
one of hit seruauntes go and telle them, that 
he ooulde oat than intende to here their 
musicke, but he miute demeoe great sorow,- 
for bis mother was deed. So tbe minstrela 
disapointed of tbeyr purpose all Badlye wente 
tbeyr waye. And whan a worshipfull man of 
the cite, that was hb frende, herd tell of bi& 
monming, be came to visete and comforte 
lum. And so in talkynge together be asked) 
ho#e longe a go it was that his mother de- 
ceaSedl Trqelye (qnod he) hit is xl, yere a 
go. Than his trende, vnderstasdinge his snb- 
tilte, beganne to laughe hartely. 

This tale is aplyed to the couetoiu men, 
wbiche by al. crafte and meanea study to kepe 
apd eUcreace tbeyr mooey and substance. 
Agaynst wbiche vyce, many thinges hen 
wryten. As fiirre (sayth one) is that irome a 
couetous man, that he bath, as that he hath 
nat. And Diogenes calietb couetouaneg, the 
beed of at ynela. And saynt HiertHiyme 
calleth couetAusnes the rote of all yuels. And 
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for an example, the tale folowinge shall be of 
couetoiunes. 

T ^«1n Ttmitt at thtnt itna s canttmtf 
wm. Itrif. 
IT It was shewed to Deiuse the tynn, that a 
coMetoas Aan of the cite had byd a great some 
4^ money ia the grouDde, and tyaed moate 
wretchedly: wfaerfore he sente for the man, 
and commannded htm to go dyg vp the money, 
and to to delioer it vnto him. The man 
oheyed, and delynered vnto the tyran all the 
golde and treasure that he hadde, saue a small 
tome, that he priuelye kepte a syde: where 
inth be wente in to ui other citCi and forsoke 
Syracuse: and there boagbt a lytetl lande, 
where Tpon be lyoed, wtum the tyran vnder- 
stode that he hadde so dcme, he tent for him 
agaync. Apd whan he was cmne, the tyran 
sayde to bim: SyUi tbeu baste lemed nowe to 
vse well thy goodes; and nat to kepe tbtm 
Tnproiytat4y, I wytl restore them all to the 
agayne. And so be dyd. 
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t ®f ttt atet mm, tfit ^DkBgntg t^t I*; owe tf 

tbt afittttt initt St«K#. l|:n. 
IT As an olde man walked on a tyme in hb 
orcherd be loked vp, and sawe a beyc tytte in 
a tree stealynge fail applea : whom he entreated 
with &yTe wwdcs to ceine dowve, and let fail 
apples alone. And Whw the otde eian save, 
that the boye cared nat for hitn, by cause of 
his age, and set noughte by his wttrdts> be 
sayde : I haue harde saye^ that nat onlye in 
woides, but also in berbes sbolde be greltte 
vertue : wherfote lie plucked vp herbesi and 
beganne to thraWe tbfem at the boyfe, whetat 
the boye laughed hartelyet and thought that 
the olde man baddri ben mad, to thyokri to 
driue liym out of the tree with caaUnge of 
berbes. Than the olde man sayde: well se- 
ynge that nother wofdes nor bferbCs haue no 
vertue agayoate the stealer of hiy goodet: I 
wyllc prone what itmwa trylle do, iti whiehe.I 
haue harde men sayC) b great vertue : a«d so 
be gathered bis loppe Aill ctf atoacs, aad 
threwe them at the bOye, atid compelled hym 
to come dowDC, and renne awaye. 



p:hy Google 



Sultit aiUtwtM. 87' 

Tbis tale sheweUi, that tliey tUftt beae wyse 
prone mtaiy ytkyts, before the^ anne then. 

T £f tik rft^t Mto ttat tiflae lut iut d 

f Trkss Was a tertayn ricfae mtn on a tyme, 
whkhe fell^ sycke: to tbe wbost carybge 
cuw nilny phiBitnbs (for flyts by heapes flee 
lb boayk). Amonge Aem all there was oiie 
that sayde : that he muate nMles tak« a glyster, 
if be woldfe be h(^. whan the slcke man. 
that iras aat «dvred with that mediciae, faarde 
hym sayO so, he sayde in a great forye : Out 
a dores with those pbiaitisns they be madde : 
Far where ai my payae i* in my heed, they 
wolde heBle me in myne ****. 

This foble sheweth that bolsom thynges to 
them that lacke kaowlege and experyeoce, 
seme harttbll. 

Y a>( ttn tiht EcfatB Itfrn «({& atn to nmt Wtu 
Vf tnifc tsalot g«. IftTii- 

f A TONQ^ liiaried man on a time to prone, 
to here, and to se what hb wyfo wolde do, if 
he w^re deed; came in.t6 his bouse, whyle his 
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wyfe wtuforthe vaMhynge of clothe*, and Uyd 
bym downe in the floore, as be bad ben deed. 
wban hii wjrfe came in, and nwe hjnn lye so, 
she tbeught be had ben deed in dede : wber- 
fore sbe stode euen stylie: and deuysed witb 
Ijer seUe whether was better to bewayle hiiF 
dethe forth with, or elt to dyne fyrste, for sbe 
had eate no meate of all tbe day. All-otbei^ 
thinges consydered she determined to dyne 
fyrste. So she cut a colof^ of baken, and 
broyled it on the coles, and began to eate 
theron a pace, sbe was bo bungrye, that she 
toke no hede of drynke. At laste the salte- 
qes of the meate made her to thyrste so sore, 
that. she muste nedea drynke. So as she toke 
the potte in her. hande, and was goyng downe 
into lier seller to drawe drynke, sodaynely 
game one of her neyghbours for a cole a fyre. 
wberfore she stepped backe qnickely, and 
though she was right thyrsty, yet she sette the 
potte a syde, and as ber busbande had than 
fallen downe deed, she beganhe to wepe, and 
with many lamentable wordes to bewayle hi* 
dethe. whiche wepynge and waylyqg, and 
Bodaine dethe of her busbande, cawed all tbe 
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nejrgbboun to come thytber. Hie man laye 
Btylle in the floore, and so helde his bretbe, 
V>d closed his eies, that he lemed for certayoe 
to be deade. At laste whaniie he thought he. 
hod made pastyme im>ugh, and herynge his 
wyfe saye thiu ; Alas dere husbande what Bhall 
E do nowet He loked vp and sayde: Full yll 
my BWete wyfe, excepte ye go quyckely and 
dryi^e. wherwilh they al from wepyng^ 
toamed to laugbyage, specially whan they 
vnderstode the matter, and the cause of ber 
tjiyrste. 

MHierby ye may se, that nat without a good 
■kyl the po^te tayde : 

VtJIereit omlot ent&ert nuw. . 

T 9>f t^e (sntc mm, iitts Intafc \oMt t'&tutti - 

V There was a poore man on a tyme, &k 
wfaiche vnto theues, that brake into his honHJ 
on oyght, he sayde on this wyse. Syrs I mar- 
tiayle, that ye thynke to ffndti aoy tbyng here 
by nygfat, for I ensure you I caii iynd nothing, 
whan it is brode day. 

By this t&le apperedi playiJy 
Hut pooerte is a nelthy myiery. 
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f These waa a mery ftlowe id hygh Atmayn, 
thewhicbe with faia scoiiyDge and ieStyoge Had 
so mocbe displeased a great lorde of Uie 
couDtreye, tbst he thretned to hao^ hym, if 
euer he coade lake hym in his countrey. Nat 
longe after this lordes senmuntes toke hym, 
and hanged he sbulde be. whaotie he Mve 
there was no remedy bat that he shulde dye, 
tae sayde: My lorde, I mnite nedes safire 
dethe, wbiche I koowe I hane wel deserued: 
But yet I beieke yon gtannte me one peticioD 
for my soule helthe. The lorde, at tbe ia- 
staonce of the people that stode aboute, so it 
dydde not conceme his lyfe, was contente to 
grauDte it hym. Than the felowe sayde: I 
desyre you my lorde, that after I am hanged, 
to come iii. momynges fresshe and lastynge, 
and kjase me on Uie bare ••'•. where vnto 
the lorde answertd : The deuyll kysse tfayBc 
•?••; and so let llym go. 
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t Sf iim t%K in Vt tsatit 0taU. Iitrb. 
IF A UAN that had a goose stoole from hym, 
wait and comfriayned to the coratei and de- 
tyred bym td do M> mocbe ob helpe that he 
had his goose again. The curate sayde he 
wolde. So on wnday the curate as though he 
wolde cUrM, Wetate Tp in to the pulpit, and 
bade euery body syt downe : So whan they 
were Mt, be said : why sit ye nat downe 1 yrt 
be set all ^y, quod they. NSye (quod thb 
Gunte) be that dyd stele the goose sittetfa nat, 
yes that 1 do, qood he, Sayste thou that, quod 
the cordte } i charge the on peyne of cilnyng, 
to bryng the goose biHDe ageju. 

t Sf tit bcggct ttit «if9 it MU tin t» Itvg 
^tiltp >f ^iceOstu. trr^I. 

IT TUbhb came a begger to kyng Philip of 
MacedcHie on a tyme, ftnd prayde the kyng to 
lyue bym sobie what, and tardier he uyde be 
was his kynse ihan. And whan the kyng askM 
bym which way, he answered and sayde, faowe 
they came bathe of Adam. Than the kynge 
commanded to gyue hym an almea. whan the 
begger saweitwas but a small pece of moneye. 
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he sayde, that was nat a KBiely gyfte for a 
kynge. The kyn^ answered ; If I ahuld 
gyue euer^o nasiie so moche, that is my 
kynse manne lyke as thou arte : 1 shulde leave 
oolhynge for my selfe. . 

: f Cf Came* tvHofU tt tit Mm. l»rbli. 
IT Dantes the.poete dwelled a whyte with 
Can the prince de la Scale : . with iriiDiBe alia 
dwelled an other flprratyne, that hadde ney- 
ther lernynge nor prudence, and was a man 
iuete for nothynge, buttoscoSe and ieste: but 
jret with his merj^ toyea, he so moiied the sayd 
Can, that he. dydde greatly eniyche bym. 
And bycause Dantes disjused his foolysshenes, 
this scoffer said to hym : How cometh it 
Dantes, that thou art holde so wyse and so 
well lemed, and yet arte poore and nedy7 I 
aAi an vnlemed man and am an ignorant fole, 
and yet I am iarre richer than thou art. To 
whom Dantes answered : If I may fynde a 
lorde lyke and conformable to my maners^ aa 
thou haste founde to thyn : he wyll lybe wyse 
nakc roe lycbe. 
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t £f ii;m t(at (H mc t;c0- imMi. 
IT Onb tliat had ton eies, wai wanted of Uw 
pbtsitiiu], that be shnlde in ttay wyse focbear^ 
drinking or «ls lose bis eies: To wbom b^ 
sayd : It is more {Measure for me, to lofte myne 
eies with driukynge, than to kepe them fbt 
wormes to eate them oute. 

By this tale ye may perceyue, tbat it auSyli 
eth Dat to wanie some for theyr owne profytte, 

1[ Xf t^c olse matnan tiu ito tmt tft». Itrnit- 
ir THEBBwas BO c^e waman the wbicbe bar- 
gayne^ witfa a surgean ta heale ber sore eyes; 
and wbanne be badde made ber eies hole, and 
that she sawe better sbe coueoaanted that be 
shulde be payde bis moDcye, and not before. 
So he layde a medycyne to ber eyes, that 
shulde not be taken awaye the space of v, 
dayes. In wbicbe tyme she my^te nat lokti 
vppe, Enery daye, whan be came to dfesse 
her, be bare awaye some what of ber house 
faolde stonfe, table clothes candelstickes, sod 
disshes: He lefte no thinge, tbat be coulde 



P:h»G00^lt' 



04 Ztin nb 

carye clene. So whan her eiei were hole, she 
loked vp, and rawe that bei hou»eholde itoafiie 
was caryede awa3re, she ssyde to the aa^^ian, 
that came and required his nwiiay for hit 
labour: Syrmypromise was topay you, whan 
ye made me se belter than I did before : That 
is trouth, quod he. Mary, quod she, but I se 
worse nowe than I did. Before ye layde mt- 
dicins to myn eies, I saw moche foyre stonffie 
in myn house, and now I se nothiage at all. 

1 fl)f Itfm Hit t« tic coftni af ■ tisiU. rt. 
H A CEKTATN man, that had the cuitody of a 
WBcd and his goodes, and in tbtttte >pK^ 1^ 
spente all awaye ; was by the goueinoiu of the 
cite commanded to bring in hia bookes of M- 
tr^tM*. et aribu, tint ia to saye, o( eotcaunoe 
and layenge oute: and to gyue accompte of 
the Orjdiliaa goodes. So whan be came, be 
shewed fyati^ his monlhe, and sayde Here it 
wente ia: and aftei: be shewed vp his ***■ 
and sayde: Here bit wente out: and otbes 
bookes of Afrvttet et ttUmt 1 baue none. 
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T S>f tit tuctllnit iiitntn. tbu tap faule 

|D There wu a peinui ia Rome Ibat was an 
excellent comuiynge mim: and bycaiue he had 
foule Qhildrea, One sayde to hiu): By my 
feyth I mBTuayle that you paynte so goodelye, 
and gette so foule chyldreD : yea, quod the 
peynter, I make my chyldrea ia the darke, and 
1 pe^nte those (ygores by daye lygbt. 

t Sf tit «caffn t^Bt mat ■ man s etati 
tijtt. Kii. 

HF Thekb was a mery scofl^oge lelowe on a 
tyme, the whiche toke on him to teach a man 
to be a south sayer : whan they were, agreedde, 
what he sfanld bane for bis labour: the scofier 
sayde to the man holde, eate this rounde 
pellet, and I waraut thou shalte be a south 
eayer. The man b^e and put it in his mouth, 
and began to champe thefon, but hit saneied 
HO ill, that he spyt it out forth with, and said : 
Phy. this pellet that thou gyneste me to eate, 
sauereth all of a •••■*: Thou sayst troath 
(quod the .scoffer) Nowe thou arte a south 
sayer, and therefore paye me my money. 
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T fl)f 4t nurcliiniit af fUttntt cilin 

f A HABCHAVNT of Florence called Chaiie^ 
came frome Anignone to Rome : And as he 
■ate at soaper with a great company, one aaked 
bim how the FloTcntliu at Anignone iared : he 
sayde they were meryeand gladde. For they 
that dwelle there a yere (quod he) be as men 
that were frantiche and out of theyr myndes. 
Than an other that sate at sonper with them 
aaked this Charles, how longe he had dwelled 
there. He answerde vi. monethes. Charles 
(qaod he that asked him the question) thon 
haste a gnat wytte: For hit, that other he 
^bont xii. monetbes, tbon hast fulfylled in 
haUe a yeie. 

f Xf tit c^MrnbiK mia cintD tttUt*. fciUi. 
IS Theb dwelled a man in Chesshyre called 
Eulyn, whicbe v»ed to go to the towne many 
tymes, and there he wotde sytte drynkypg tyl 
xii. of the clecke at nygiite, and than g6 
hone. ' So on a tyme he caryed a lyttell boye 
his Sonne on. bis shulder with him, and whan 
the cbylde fell a altpe about ix. of the docke; 
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tbe ale wyfe brought him to bed with her 
children. At m^dn^ghte Eulyn weate hom^ 
and thou^t no more on hia chylde. Aasone 
as he oame home hia nyfe asked for her chyld. 
whan she spake of the chylde he It^ed on bia 
sfaulder, and whan he aawe he waa not Iher, he 
said be wist nat where he was. Out vpon the 
horaOD (quod she) thou hast let mi child M in 
to Uie water (for he passed ouer the water of 
Dee at a brige) Thou list hore (quod be) for if 
he had fiillen in to tbe water, I shuld bane 
bard him plump. 

f Sf Urn t^at tMi»B ta ie ttt Dpsn t)( 
piUcti. tcb. 

V Thbhe were iii. loytteringe felowes fell in 
Gompanye od a tyme: the whiche weote so 
longe to gether tylle all theyr money waa 
opente, whan their money was gone, one of 
them sayd: what shal we do nowt By my 
foith (quod an other) if I might come where 
preace of people were, I coulde get moneye 
inough for v». And I (quod the iii.) can as- 
semble people to gether ly^tly. So whan 
Ihey came in to a lyttelle towne, where a newe 



p:h»Google 



{nOory was lette rp, he that Bayde be coude 
lyghOj auemble people to gelher, went to the 
bsyty of the towne, whiche iras a boucher, 
and desyred lun, that he wolde gyue hin 
leane to haue the nmidedhcied of the pyUory. 
whiche requeate at the fyisle abasshed the 
* bayllye : for he wyst not what he inent« tfaer- 
by : -wherfore he toke counsayle of his neigh- 
bours, what wu heat to do, and they bade 
liim set vp the knane and spare nat. So whan 
be was on the jullorye, be loked aboute, and 
sawe hb ii, felowes busy in. the holes of the 
benchers aprons, wher thei vsed to put theyr 
money : than he said : Tbex now go to a pace.' 
The people gaped vp Btyll and laughed, and 
whan he saw that his fehtwes had q>ed their 
maten, and were going away, he said to the 
peple : Now tume the pilori ones about and 
than I wyl com downe: So they laughing 
hartily did, whan the iielow was com downe 
from the pyUory, the baylie sayde to faym: 
By my &ythe thou arte a good felowe, ao^ 
by cause thou haste made vs so good spcule, 
holde I wyll gyue the a grote to drynke: and 
so putte his hande in the ,h<de of his ttpton. 
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bat there he founde nener a penye : Cockea 
■nnes (quod the twyllye) my pourse is pycked, 
and my moneye is gone. Syr (quod the felowe) 
I iniste ye wylt beare me lecorde, that I haue . 
hit naL No by the masse quod he, thou were 
on the pylloiie the whyle. IIud no force 
quod the felow, and vrente his vaye, 

I a)f tit toiBgtnnt MiifftttT ftit tain «ent t« t|s 
tiliat miti ■ aajfit at cag»iir. tctU 

li Thbkk was an abbot that had a wydowe to 
his tenant, which wydow on a tyme sent her 
doughter with a couple of capons to the 
abbotte. And whan the mayden came with her 
present, she founde the abbot syttyng at 
dyner, to whom she sayd : Moch good dntte 
the mylorde. Ha welcome mayden quod he. 
My lorde (quod she) my mother hath sent the 
here a couple of capons. God a mercy may- 
den, quod be. And so he made \m to be selte 
downe Btte hu owne table to eate some meate. 
Amonge other meates, the abbotte had than a 
grene goose with sorell sauce, wherof he dyd 
eate. So one that sat at the abbottes table, gaue 
the rompe of the goose to the mayde to {ndw 
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tfaeroD. She toke the rompe in her hande, and 
bycanse she sane the abbot and other vete 
their meate in the sorell sauce, she sayde. My 
loide, I pray the gyne me leue to wete myu 
•"•• in thy grene sauce. 

t aif tlkt tlna men, tfest itanit ■ ppt« »t laJite 
mene ta gain. ttHU. 

V Tbbre came two homely men of the conn- 
treye in to a tauerne on a tyme to drinke a 
pyote. of wine. So they satte stylle, and 
wyste not what wyne to calle for. At last, 
herynge euerye man call, for white wyne as 
clere as water of the rocke. They bad the 
drawer brynge them a pynte of wbyte wyne 
as clere as water of the rocke. The drawer 
seyng and perceyuyog by their wordes that 
they were but blont felowes, he brought Ihem 
a pmte of clere water. The one of tbem 
fylled the cuppe, and dranke to his felow, 
and sayd : Holde iieigb1>onr, by masse, chadde 
as lefe drynke water, sane only for the name 
of wyne. 
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tttntitflta. mm. 

f Thbbe was a doctour on a tyme, whicbe 
desired a fouler, that went to catcbe byrdes 
with an owle, that he might go with hym. 
The byrder was coDtent, and dressed .hym 
with bowes, and set hym by his onle, and bad 
hym say nothynge. whan he saw the hyrdes a 
lyght a pace, he sayde : There be many byrdes 
alyghted, drawe thy nettes : where with the 
byrdet flewe awaye. The byider was very 
angry, and blamed bim greatly for his speafc- 
yng. Than fae promysed to holde bis peace, 
wban the byrder was in agayn, and many; 
byrdes were alygfated, mayster doetour said in 
Utyn, Avet pemtmlte adtunt. wherwith the 
byrdes flewe away. The byrder came oat 
rygbte angrye and sore displeased and sayde : 
that by hii bablynge, he had twyse loste his 
pray, why thynkest thou foole (quod Ibe 
doctour) that the birdes do vndersland latin ? 
Thb doctour thought that the vnderstBud- 
ynge, and nat the noyse hadde feared awaye 
the byrdes. 
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f Thbbe wis a certayne tyran, the whicU to 
pylle one of bis subiectei of hit g(h>deB, cotA- 
nmunded hym to teache an atse to spelle and 
rede. He sayd it was inporaiblei except Vt 
migbt baue space inongh therto. And wbaa 
tbe tyran bade hym axke what tyme be wolde, 
he degyred x, yerea lespite. Bat yet bycanM 
he vndertoke a thynge impouible, eaerye 
bodye laughed hym to scome. He tonimed 
towarde his frendes and sayde : I dm nothynge 
afinyde; for in that space, either I, the asae; 
or elles my lorde may dye. 

By wfaiche tale appereth, that it is faolsome 
to take leyser inoOgh, abonte a thynge that is 
harde lo do, spedally whanne a man can nat 
chose to tahe hit on hande. 

T S)t t%t ftgtt fbu cnitna ttt totmin. c. 
? Ab a ftyre yong woman of the towne of 
Amilie confessed her to a friere, be bfcganne to 
butne so in concninscence of the flesshe, that 
he entyced ber to consente to his wylle. - And 
they agreed, that she sbalde feyne her selfe 
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siycke, and sende for bym to sht7ue her.' 
iritbin iij. dayes after she feyned her self« 
sycke, and laye downe in her bedde, and Mnte 
for the same fryere to shryne her. whan the 
friere waa come, and euery body voided out of 
the chambre, he went to bedde to the womani 
and there laye a lobge space with her. Her 
hnibande auspectyng so lOnge a conJession, 
came in to the cfaanrabre: whose sodayne 
comynge, so sore abasshed the tryer, that be 
w6at his way and lefte his breche behynde faim 
lyenge on the bedde. whan her faosbande aawe 
the bteche, he sayd a hinde : This was nat a 
frier, but an aduouterei : And for great abbonii- 
nation of the dede he called all bis householde 
to se hit. And fortfac with he went and com- 
playned to the warden of that couent: and 
thretned to slee bym, that had done the dede. 
The wardycn to appease bis anger sayde, that 
Buche pnblysshynge was to the shame of hym 
and his householde. The man said: the breche 
was so openly founde, that he conde nat hyde 
it. The warden to remedy the matter sayde, it 
was aaynt Fraunces breche, an holy rdyke, 
that his brother t»ryed thither fw tbe womam 
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faeltfa, and that he and his coueot wolde corae 
and fetcfae hit home with proceision. with 
those wordes the man wu contente. Anoue 
the warden and his frierea, with the crosse be- 
fore tfaem, and ara^ed in bolye veHtementes, 
went to the honse and toke vppe the breche, 
and two of them on a clothe of lylke, ban it 
solemlye on hyg^e betwene theyr haoda : and 
euerye bodye that mette them, kneled downe 
and kyssed it. So with great ceiemcay and 
souge : they brought it home to their couente. 
But after whanne this was knowen, ambasu- 
doures of tbe same citie, wente and coraplayued 
tfaerof before the holy see apostolyke. 

H In tbe towne of Louen was a cliaplayne 
called Antunye, of whose merye sayenges and 
doynges is mocbe talkynge. As he mette on 
a daye one or two of hb acqueyntannce, he 
desyred them home with him to dyner: but 
meate had he none, nor money. There wa< 
no remedy, but to make a shefte. Forth be 
goth, and in to an vserers kytcbynoe, with 
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wbome be was famylier : uid priueilye vnder 
his gomie he caryed oute the potte with meate, 
that was sod for the vsurers dyner. whan be 
came home, he putte oute the meate, and made 
the pot to be scoured bryght, and sente a boye 
with the same pot to the vserer to borowe ii. 
grotes tberon : and bade the boye take a bylle 
of bU hande, that suche a brasse potte he de- 
lyuered hym. The boy did as he was bydde : 
and with the money that he hadde of the 
vsnrer, he bongbt wine for theyr dyner. whra 
the Tsnrer shnlde go to dyner, the potte and 
meate was gone, wfaerfoie he all to chydde his 
Biayde. She said there ease no bodye of all 
the daye, but syr Antony. They asked him ; 
and he sayde he had none. At length they 
sayde in enieste, be and no man els had the 
pot. By my fayth (quod be) I borowed suche 
a potte vpon a tyme, but J sente hit home 
agayne; and so called wJtnes to them, and 
sayde : Im howe peryllous it is to deale with 
men nowe a dayes withoute wrytynge: They 
wolde lay thefte to my charge, and If 1 
had DO wrytinge of the vsuren hanje. And 



p:h»Google 



lOff SaUff ata 

so. he ihewed oate the wiytinge. And whao 
tbey Tnderstode the dtsceyle, there was good 
laUghyDge. 

T S)f tit »$mt cfaplnt ntB «u t%n ^fttk 
ttnt. tU. 

V The same Antony dyned on a tyme wiA a 
sotte of merye feloves. Amonge wfaome there 
was ont that greatly spited him in his icoffes 
and meiye testes. And as they sate laugh- 
ynge and Bporting, one asked whiche was the 
most reueredt part of mans bodye, one sayd 
the eie,BD other die nose, but Antony, bycanse 
be knew his enuyer wolde name the clene coo- 
trarye, sayde the month was the moste reue- 
rent parte : Naye quod bis enuyer, the parte 
that we sytte on is the moite reuerent. And 
bieanse they meruayled wbye, he made this 
reason, that he was moste honourable amonge 
the common people, that was fyrst sette. And 
the parte that he named was fyrste sette. 
whiche sayenge contented them, and they 
laughed merelye : He was nat a littell proode 
ftf his sayenge, and that he hadde ouer come 
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Antonye. Thii put forth, four of ^ue daya 
after tfaey «er« foothe bydde to dyner in a 
itother place, whan Aotbny cam in he found 
his enuier that sat talk^nge with other, wh^le 
the diner was mskynge redy. Antony touined 
his bacbe to him and lette a great •*"•• 
agaynst hia face. His enuyer greatlye dis- 
dayniuge sayde: waike knaue vHth a mys- 
chiefe, where hast thou ben nourtered. why, 
and dysdaynest thoni quod Antony, if I had 
saltated the with my mouthe, thoU woldest 
liaue sainted me agayne: and nowb I grete 
the with that parte of my body, that by thyn 
owne sayenge is moste honourable, thou callest 
me knaue. 

Thtis be got agayne his praise^ that he 
hadde loste befbre. 



II TtasKB was a certd^ne olde man, whicHe 
let hu wmne to raary, and to brynge his wyfe 
and his chyldren, to dwelle within him, and to 
take all the house in to his owne hande and 
gydinge. So a certeyne lyme the olde man 
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was Mtte and kepte the vpper ende of the 
table, afterwarde they sette him lower, aboute 
the myddes of the table, tbyrdely they set bim 
at the nether eade of the table, fourthly he 
was set amonge the Beniantes, fyflbly they 
made bim a couche behynde the ha31e dor^ 
and cast on him an olde sacke clothe. Nat 
longe after the olde man died, whan be waa 
deed, the yonge mans »onne came to bim and 
sayde : Father I prey you gyne me this olde 
sacke cloth, that was wonte to couei-my 
gnundfather, what woldest thou do with it 
sayde his fotberl fonoth, sayd the chylde, it 
■ball seme to coner you whan ye be olde, lyke 
as it did my gnutd&ther. At whi<^e wordes 
of the cbylde this man ought to have ben a 
■hamed and sory. For it is wiyten. Sonne 
reuerence and belpe thy iather in his olde age, 
and m^e him not tboughtAill and heuy in 
his lyfe, and though he dote, forgyoe it 
him. He that hcmorelh his ftther, shall lyue 
the longer, and shall reioyce in his owne 
cbyldren. 
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T Vf ^;m tiu ita I itt ftpttta in W 
tWtt. cilil. 
IT A YONOS man that on a tyme went a war- 
fore, caused a flye to be peynted in his sbylde, 
euen of the very greatnes of a flye : wberfore 
some laughed at him and sayde, ye do. well, 
because ye wyll not be knonen. yes quod he, 
I do it because I wyll be knowen and spoken 
of. For I wyll approch so oere our enemys, 
that they shall well deceme.what armes I 
beare. 

Thus it that was laydc to him for a blame 
of cowardise, was by his sharpe wytte turned 
to a shewe of manlynes. 

IT And the noble and valiaunt Archidamus 
■ayde shotte of crosseboweti, slynges, and 
suche lyke iogins of warre are no proffe of 
manhode, but whan they come and . ^ghte 
faande to faande, apperetfa who be men and 
who be not. 

tfllf ttcn^ctetu C[<vniltn« siO tttalBenen. at. 
IF As the noble emperour Augustus on a time 
cam in to a bayne, he behelde an olde man 
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tliat hadde d<Kie good leruicc io the mires, 
frotte him scUe a gaynste a marble poller for 
lacke of one to belpe to watihe bim, th empe- 
ronr moncd with pite gaue an amitute to fTiide 
hyin and a ttmaunt to wajte vpon bin. whan 
tbU was knowen a great lorte of olde men 
drewe them to getfaer, and itode where as the 
emperour shiilde paue forth by, enerye one of 
them rubbynge bis owne backe with a marble 
stone. The emperour demaonded why they 
dyd so t Bycause noble emperour, sayd tbey, 
we be mtt able to kepe semantei to do it. why 
quod the emperour, one of yon maye clawe 
and Erote an others baoke well inougfa. 

T P1l»ti*at sfitln ts ttt tiivu. cbf, 
f Phocioh on « dnye treatynge a loage ori' 
lioD to the people of Athenes, pleied them very 
wel. And whan he save, that they all to 
getber allowed his wordes, he toumed to hia 
frendci and sayd. Haue I mwarely spokea 
any hnrte 1 So moche be perswaded hym selfe, 
that nothyng coude plese them that was well 
aad tiuely spoken. 
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t S)f Vaatttitiuf SUM l&ittim. tbif. 

11 DEMosTasNBS sayde to Phocion : If the 
Atheniens &Ue ones in a madues, they woU 
>Ue the. To whom he answered : ye surelyi 
if they wase madde they woll slee me, but aod 
they waxe ones wyu, they wyll slee the. 
For Demosthenes spake moche to the pe<^Iea 
pleasure, and spake tbynges rather delytable 
than holsome, 

Y S)f Ipiuftn tttt ttStsa 2irtwattt 
gjftt. cbiii. 

fl What tyme Alexander kynge of Macedone 
sent an hnndred besauntes of golde for a gyfte 
to Phocion, be asked them that brought th^ 
money, bow it came, that Alexander sent it to 
hym alone, seyog there were many other met) 
in Atbenes beside him. They answered, by* 
cause he iugeth you alone to be an honegt 
and a good man. Therfore, quod he, let 
hym sufire me to be taken aud to be suche 
one sty 11. 
Who wolde not wonder at the clcaoe and 
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vDcorrupt courage of this Fhocioni He was 
but X poore maD, and yet the greatnes of the 
gyti coDde nothinge moae bym. Bcsyde alao 
he shewed, that they, the whicbe, while they 
mynistre the commoa weltfae, absteyne not 
from takyng of gyltea, neyther be nor ought 
not to be taken for good men. 

t t>f t>tnitt tit tjinvt itu iff ittmt. cif. 
IT What tyme Deuyw the tyranne vndentode 
that his Sonne that ihulde reigne after hym, 
bad commytted aduontry with a worsfaypful) 
mans wyfe, aogerly he sayde to faym, Dyd I, 
thy father, euersucheadedel The yonge man 
answered. No, ye had not a kynge to your 
father. Nor thou, sayde Denyie, art not lyke 
to haue a sonne a kynge, excepte thou leaoe 
commyttynge of suche wyckedde dedei. 

t S>f J^mtnittt ttt Bftttttiu, t(at !»■« bfsogtt 
itfott ^iOnitittt. n, 

f POHPONIUS a noble man of Rome, sore 
hurte and wounded, was taken and brought 
before Mithridates, whicbe asked bym this 
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questybn. If T cure and heale thy woundes, 
wylte thou than be my frende: He answered 
hym agayne thus. If thou wylte be a frende 
to the Romaynes, thou shalt than haae me thy 

This was a noble stomacke, that preferred) 
the welth of his conntrey before bis owne 



1 a)f Sftnii ina tlftt ittttt. nt. 
V Suetonius sbewetb that Titus the lather 
proQoked a scofier, that stode iesting with 
euery body, that he sfaulde lyke wyse saye 
somewhat to hym ; I wall, sayde the scoffer, 
after ye haue done youre easenieiit. He iested 
at the emperours conntinaoce, he loked alway 
as one that streyned hym selfe. 
On suche a visaiged man writeth Martialh 

t^tre Jachidi, ac moUibut ntere dmIiim. 
JV«M/aci«Bi dKnm Pkdx aiemtit ktbei, 

1 Sf «cipio ffitattici ann €ttviai tU yottt. citfi. 
f Whan Scipio Nasica came on a tyme to 
gpeake with Ennius the Poete, he asked bis 
mayde at tiie dore, if he were witbin, and she 
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aayde, be was not at home. But Naaica per- 
ceyned, that her mayster badde her say so, 
and that h« was wtthiu: but for that tyme 
dissemblynge the matter, he wente his ivaye. 
within a fewe dayes after £nniug came to 
Naaica, and knockynge at the dore, asked if 
he were within. Nasica faym selfe spake outc 
a loude, and sayd, he was not at home. .Thaii 
sayde Enaius. what manne, thynke you that 
I knowe hot your voycel wherevnto Nasica 
aunsweredde and sayde. what a dishoneste 
man be you 1 whan I sought you, 1 beleued 
your mayde, that sayde ye were not at 
borne, and ye wyll not beleue me myn owne 
■etfe. 

T fl>f JTsWits tfiiuatlat, inn W fsntu. nUi. 
f pABivsMinutiuswasof his sonne exhorted 
on a tyme to gette and conquere a place that 
was mete for them, and to theyr great auauu* 
tage: the wbiche tbyoge he sayde, they 
mygbt do with the losse of a fewe men. 
wyll ye be one of those fewe, sayde Fabius 
to his Sonne 1 

Therl^ sfaewynge, that it b a poynt of a 
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gooA cqnteyne to care for the' lest of hig 
sonldiours, and to aaue them as sere as he 
coude. 

TheiDpeiour Anlonius Piua loued moche 
tbia sentence of Scipio, whiche wolde ofte 
saye: I hadde leaner sane one citezen, thanne 
Blee a thousande ennemyea. 

^ Xf aattlim, t)>t Utt Tiilfittatt, ifcmtt ctt 
cite Zitt mill ctofen >g;>i>iii>t ^tm. ctUli. 

K What tyme the emperour Aiirelian came to 
the Gjtie Tyana, he founde hit closed agaynste 
bym, wherfore all angerly he. sayde : I woll 
not leane a dogge a lyue in this towne. whiche 
wordes reioyced moche his menne of warre. 
by cause of the great praye and botye, that 
Ihey tboDghte to wynne there. One of the 
citezius, called Heradamon, for feare lest be 
shuid be slayne araonge the other, betrayed 
the cyte. whan Aurelian had taken the cite, 
the fyrste thinge he dyd, he slewe Heradamon 
the traytouT to his contrey. And to hig soul- 
diors, that came to hym and desyred, that 
they mygbt accordynge to his promyse, ouer- 
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Ten and spoUe the cyte, he answered : Go to, 
1 sayde, 1 wolde nat leaue a dogge a lyue, 
spare nat, kyll al the doggei in the towne. 
By this meane the gentyl prince, renrded 
the traytoure accordinge to hii de- 
■eruinge, and dispointed the 
GouetiM of his soul- *.^ 

dyoan. 



<!> 3lmp:inttB at fi,<ingn (x Jim *tt(te 

in tbt litatt at Cbam>« Vnf^ctn 

nnt ta ttre CnnHin, it tit 

itS^t •{ Lscicct. 
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